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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 

The steamship Columbia, captain Ludkins, arriv- 
ed at Boston, on Thursday the 21st inst. bringing Li- 
verpool papers of the Sth inst. and London papers of 
the day previous. 

The Coluinbia brought 85 passengers from Liver- 
om for Halifax and Boston, and took on board 14 at 

alifax fur Boston. 

_ We fiud important and interesting features in the 
intelligence brought by this arrival, and as usual, 
place the whole news in an abridged form without 
delay before our readers. 

The news is of considerable interest, as there ap- 
pears to be a general stir throughout Europe in re- 
ference to the aspect of political events. 

In regard to the cotton and money markets, the 
news is highly interesting and satisfactory. Cotton 
continues to advance and the money market is im- 
proving. 

__ The news from China is of the utmost importance 
if there be any truth in it. We apprehend, however, 
that it will turn out to be a mistake growing out of 
the taking of Chusan. It is against all probability 
that the British could have taken Pekin, and the 
News first reached London through Russia. 
ag he Steamer Britannia nade her homeward voyage 
In thirteen days and 12 hours. The British Queen 
id not arrive at Southampton till the 22d ult. which 
Caused intense anxiety in London for her safety.— 
he Great Western arrived in King’s Road, Bristol, 
at 4 o’clock on the morning of the 24th ult. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 
The queen, prince Albert, and the court left 
uckingham palace for Windsor castle, on the 23d 
ult. Where itis expected they will remain till after 
the middle of the present month, when the queen 
Taste ealy open parliament’ in person on the 26th 
ant. 
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The court went into mourning on the 20th ult. on 
account of the death of the queen’s grand aunt, the 
dowager princess of Reuss Koestritz. 

An unusually terrific storm of thunder and light- 
ning visited the metropolis on the 3d inst. accompa- 
nied by a fall of hail stones. The spire of a chureh 
in Surry was struck by the fluid, and was entirely 
destroyed. Some other damage was done by this 
storm. 

Considerable excitement and alarm had prevailed 
at Newport, in South Wales, in consequence of a 
fresh chartist agitation in that place. <A large meet- 
ing was held on New Year’s day by the chartists, 
but was unattended by any serious results. 

It is now ascertained that her majesty’s ship Fai- 
ry, with a crew of forty-five men on board, was lost 
off the coast of Suffolk during a heavy storm, on the 


13th November last. 


The weather ia England has been unusually cold, 
and the floating ice in the Thames, for a time, great- 
ly obstructed navigation, and did much damage to 
vessels and small craft in the river. 

The hon. T. C. Robertson has succeeded lord 
Auckland to the governor generalship of India, pro 
tem. 

Repeal meetings, with O’Connel to open them, con- 
tinue to be held in various parts of Ireland. 


Liverpool corn market, Jan. 4. American flour, 
free, has sustained late rates, but has been rather 
slow of sale; best mark of United States at 36s. Ca- 
nadian at 35 a 363. per barrel; a litile United States 
has been sold, in bond, for export, at 26s. per bbl. 

By the official return of the averages, the duty on 
foreign wheat is raised to 27s. Sd. on Indian corn 
to 133. 10d. per quarter; on flour to 16s. 74d. per 
bbl. remaining upon all other foreign produce the 
same as last Week. 


Liverpool cotton markets. The sales of the week 
ending the 19th ult. were $2,200 bales, including 
1,500 American, on speculation, at an advance on 
former quotations. The sales of the week up to the 
26th were, 39,400 bales, including 7,500 American, 
on speculation, at an advance on former prices, 
16,140 New Orleans 5 a 74, 1,510 Mobile 52 a 63. 
The sales during the week ending January 2, were 
equally brisk, and previous prices fully maintained. 

London slock exchange, Jun. 4. British market 
opened this morning rather firmer than it left off on 
Saturday, at 89} for account. 

Consuls may be quoted at 893, have been 893 for 
account; exchequer bills improved to 8 prem. sinall 
7 9prem. Bank stock nothing done; Indian bonds 14 
10 discount. 

FRANCE. 

The general news from France is not particular- 
ly important. The Parisians had witnessed the im- 
posing ceremony of the funeral of Napoleon, on 
the 15th ult. without offering any violence. A\l- 
though it was intended by the French government 
that the ceremony should be grand and magnificent, 
the English papers speak of it as a decided failure 
in this respect. 

The French journals have again commenced their 
warlike threats against England. The work on the 
fortifications has commenced. 


The Budget of 1842. On the 30th ult. the finance 


minister presented the budget in the chamber of 


deputies. The ordinary and extraordinary expenses 
are estimated at 1,316 millions of frances. The or- 
dinary revenue is estimated at 1,162 millions which 
leaves a deficit of 154 millions of francs (6 millions 
sterling). ‘he minister deinanded permission of the 
chamber to create rentes, if necessary, for a capital 
of 459 tnillions of frances; bat as the treasury has still 
a reserve of 120 millions, the creation of these renfes 
is not urgent. The minister declared that he did 
not intend to suspend the fortifications of Paris; but 
it was his intention to spread the expenses of these 
works over a number of years, his wish being to 
avoid contracting a war under disadvantageous cir - 
cumstances. 

Rumors were prevalent in Paris of changes of the 
ministry. Itisconjectured that M. Guizot will have 
to succuinb to the war party. 

The Belle Poule is shurtly to sail to the China 
seas, under the command of the prince de Join- 
ville. 

Plots against the king’s life. Farther plots against 
Louis Phillippe’s life are again spoken of, In the 
pocket of lhe driver of a Paris ousnibus who com. 





mitted suicide, a paper is said to have been found, 
setting forth that being a member of asecret society, 
his turn had come by lot to kill the king, but finding 
himself unable to commit the crime, he bad deter- 
mined to hang himself. 

The king has remitted that part of madame Laf- 
farge’s sentence which condemns her to exposition 
publique. 

There have been severe frosts in Paris, and dense 
fogs. 

Recent despatches from marshal Vallee, from the 
seat of the war in French Africa, confirm the intel- 
ligence of the tranquillity of all the provinces in 
Africa under his command. The French troops had 
made several successful attacks in that quarter. The 

rab tribes were entering into commercial relations 
with the French. 

Marshal Vallee is recalled from Algiers, and Bu- 
geaud takes the command there. 

Quarrel between France and Morocco. Itappears 
that the French government are determined on de- 
manding satisfaction from the emperor of Morocco 
for the insult offered the consul general of France 
at Tangiers. Admiral Hugon was said to have re- 
ceived orders to hold himself in readiness to sail at 
the first signal with his ten ships of the line and two 
steamers, 


The cotton market at Havre was looking up, and 
the price of the article has already advanced consi- 
derably. 

ITALY. 

Letters from Rome state that on account of the 
recent melancholy events which have plunged that 
city into mourning, acomplete damp has been thrown 
over the usual yateties of the winter season, and that 
the saloons of the corps diplomatique are almost 
the onty ones which will remain open. The go- 
verniment has allotted 7,000 scudi to the opera for 
the expense of bringing out anew work of Doni- 
zetti’s. 

GREECE. 

The accounts from Athens continue to give the 
same details of misgovernmeat, of alienation of the 
people from their sovereign, the same determination 
on the part of the latter to pursue the anti-national 
system, and to refuse to listen to the wishes of the 
Greeks in granting them a constitution. All the en- 
deavors of the British minister to induce king Otho 
to listen to the proposals to put a stop to the slave 
trade, which is carried on to an incredible extent 
under the Greek flag, are useless, or worse than use- 
less. The Turkish charge d’affaires in Greece has 
had several conferences with the minister for fo- 
reign affairs, the result of which has been the set- 
tleinent of the differences that lately subsisted be- 
tween the Greek government and the porte. The 
declaration of the Greek minister respecting Candia 
proved wholly satisfactory. 

GERMANY. 

Warlike preparations on the part of this state have 
commenced ona large scale, on account of similar 
ones being made by France. 

It is reported that the organization of a combined 
Prussian and Austrian confederate army, has been 
resolved upon,and that measures are In progress 
which will enable the Germans to take the field 
with an overpowering force in the spring, if neces- 
sary. 

SWITZERLAND. 

The grand council of Soleure have adopted the 
following principles a3 the basis of the new consti- 
tution of the canton: 

1. [he sovereignty resides in the people, who 
exercise it through their delegates. 

2. The Catholic religion is the religion of the can- 
ton, exceptin the bailiwick of Bucchegglaud, which 
professes the Evangelic creed. F 

3. The liberty of the press is guaranteed, saving 
the repression of abuses. 

4. lodustry and trade are free. 

5. The right of petition is granted. 

It is reported that Switzerland is on the eve of 
s)me new political commotion. 

Queen Christian ison her way to Switzerland. 

Frequent shocks of earth sake continued to be 
feltin Zante, but almost all slight; when there hap- 
pen stronger ones (which is seldom) they are suffi- 
cient to overthrow those buildings, or parts of build- 
ings, which have been most injured. 

Froin Holland, Belgium and Austria, there is no 
news of any importance. 
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, RUSSIA. 

Disappointment of the Russian soldiers. From the 
Dwina, Dec. 10. The rapid decision of the ‘Turco- 
Egyptian qaestion, without the active co-opera- 
tion of Russia, may probably have disappointed 
many ardent hopes of our warriors, for the Rus- 
sian soldiers, and still more the officers, wish for 
war. 

Exports. According to accounts from St. Peters- 
burg, the exports of Russia during the year 1839, 
amounted to 341,898,679 bank rubles, and the im- 
ports to 249,152,476 bank rubles. The exports 
accordingly exceede| the imports by a sum of 
92,746,203 rubles. 

Diplomatic notes, a friendly tone, have passed be- 
tween the Russia ambassador and M. Guizot. They 
probably mean nothiag more than the usual profes- 
sions of a disposition to cultivate the relations of 
peace. 

The Sud, of Marseilles, contains an account from 
Constantinople, stating that the Russians had been 
completely defeated by the Circassians, and driven 
from one of their most important fortresses, after a 
decisive battle. 

PRUSSIA. 


A pretender to the throne. The German papers 
have given several obscure hints of the existence of 
a pretender to the throne of Prussia. In a letter 
under date of frontiers of Prussia, it is alleged that 
an elder brother of the king, having been assassi- 
nated, left a son who is now a major in garrison in 
Mentz. It is asseited further that several of the 
first families in Prussia have determined to support 
him. This conspiracy, it is added, will soon as- 
tonish Europe by its results. 

The government is having a civil code drawn up 
for the whole Prussian monarchy. This measure is 
intended for a two-fold object; first to give to the 
kingdom a unity, a political homogeneousness, with- 
out which it would not retain its rank; the second 
to bring back, under this pretext, the Rhenish pro- 
vinces to the ancient German legislation. 

TURKEY, EGYPT AND SYRIA. 

The Turco-Egyptian question, which, at our last 
advices, was supposed to be settled, was again re- 
opened, as will appear from the following intelli- 
gence. 

On the 26th November, com. Napier concluded 
a convention with the pasha, by which the latter 
was to receive the hereditary governinent of Egypt 
upon certain conditions. 

On the 2d ultimo, admiral Stopford wrote to the 
pasha, informing him that as Napier had no au- 
thority to enter into such a convention he could not 
approve or ratify it; but on the 6th ultimo, he trans- 
initted to the pasha the official authority from the 
British government, in the name of the four powers, 
to maintain Mehemet Ali in the pashalic of Egypt 
only, upon the condition that in three days after 
the communications made to him by captain Fan- 
shawe, he agreed to restore the Turkish fleet to the 
sultan and evacuate Syria. In reply, Mehemet 
Ali accepted the terms proposed, though much 
hurt at the diplomatic trifling to which he had been 
subjected. 

The precise words of the treaty are, that if he, 
Mehemet Ali, ‘‘submits immediately to the sultan, 
and delivers into the hands of the officer charged 
with the above, a written obligation to restore, 
without further delay, the Turkish fleet, and to re- 
call immediately his troops from Syria, from the 
district of Adana, from the island of Candia, from 
Arabia, and from the Holy Cities, the four powers 
will recommend the sultan to re-establish Mehemit 
Ali in the pashalic of Egypt. 

The 9th and 10th ult. were days of negotiation, 
when Mehemet Ali sent his answer in a note and 
despatch. 

aptain Fanshawe left Alexandria on the 11th 
ult. with this note and despatch, for Constantinople. 
We have yet to learn the result of his reception by 
the sultan. 

It was understood at Alexandria on the 11th, that 
Ibrahim pasha was at Gura with his army, on his 
way to Cairo, where he was expected to arrive on 
the 15th inst. Com. Napier had left Alexandria, 
and had gone to Marmoriea. ‘The Bedouins of the 
desert of Suez had begun to plunder. 

As the affairs of Syria appear to be fast approach- 
ing to a quiescent state, it is needless to occupy 
any space with details of past events. ‘The Syria 
tribes who had hitherto remained faithful to Mehe- 
met Ali, declared in favor of the sultan immediate- 
ly after the fall of St. Jean d’Acre. The entire 
army of Ibrahim, which at one time amounted to 
75,000 men, had been reduced to about 20,000. 

A fearful tempest lately swept over the Black 
sea and the sea of Marmora, which did incalculable 
damage. A Russian steamer from Odessa to Con- 
ee was wrecked and nineteen men perish- 
ed, 


CHINA. 

| Still later from China. The British actually in 
Pekin! Reports that the British expedition against 
China had taken Pekin, the capital of the celestial 
empire, were current in London at the date of our 
last publication. They were founded on letters re- 
ceived from St. Petersburg, via Holland; and but 
little attention was paid to them. They have, how- 
ever, been this week repeated, with increased con- 
fidence. The Manchester Guardian gives the fol- 
lowing, dated St. Petersburg, 11th December, ad- 
dressed to ‘‘an eminent house” at Manchester and 
received on Tuesday. : 

“At the beginning of this week, a Tartar arrived 
here from Kiachta, with the news that the English 
had taken the capital of China, after having bom- 
barded it, and destroyed all the forts near the river. 
The emperor, the son of the sun, had fled with all 
his mandarins. The consequence of this event will 
be a good treaty which will entirely change the 
commercial dealings with that empire.” 

PORTUGAL. 

Quarrel between Spain and Portugal. It appears 
that the government at Lisbon had determined to 
resist the proposals of that of Madrid as to the Douro 
navigation treafy. A Spanish force, therefore, had 
been marched to the frontiers of Portugal, and the 
time for a definite answer fixed for January 4th; by 
which time it was determined by the Portuguese 
government that every thing should be prepared for 
war, on land, as well as that their old crafts were 
to be hastily put in such a state as to be able to 
blockade Cadiz and other important Spanish towns 
on the coast. From the hasty despatch of the Es- 
poir, it was believed that the British government 
would be likely to interfere and settle the dispute. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

U. S.senate. The National Intelligencer of 
Monday says:—In conformity to usage, we learn 
that the senate of the United States has been sum- 
moned by the executive to meet in this city on the 
4th of March next, for the transaction of business. 
(being of course, of an executive character, con- 
nected with the commencement of a new adminis- 
tration, the formation of a new cabinet, &c.) 





Minister AT St. James. The Richmond En- 
quirer says that Mr. Van Buren has not acceeded 
to the request of Mr. Stevenson (our minister at 
St. James), that he may be recalled; but in conse- 
quence of the new aspect of affairs in regard to the 
boundary question, and the affair of the Caroline, 
has desired Mr. Stevenson to remain in England 
until a successor should be appointed and reach 
London. 


THE OREGON TERRITORY. ~ Mr. Linn, of the U. 
States senate, has introduced a bili declaring that 
the title of the United States to the territory of Ore- 
gon is certain and will not be abandoned. The bill 
further authorises the president of the U. States to 
take immediate measures to have the boundaries of 
the United States on the Pacific frontier ascertain- 
ed and fixed; and in the meantime to take such 
measures as nay be necessary to protect the persons 
and property of our citizens residing or trading in 
the territory of Oregon. It also provides that a 
line of military posts be established at suitable places 
between Fort Leavenworth and the Rocky Moun- 
tains. 

The bill grants one thousand acres of land to 
every white male inhabitant of the territory who 
shall cultivate and use the same for five consecutive 
years. It also authorises the appointment of an Jn- 
dian agent with a salary of fifteen hundred dollars, 
whose duty it shall be to superintend the interests 
of the United States with any Indian tribe west of 
any agency now established. 


REVISION OF THE TARIFF. The secretary of 
the treasury sent to the senate on Friday a short 
report on the revision of the tariff, in obedience to 
a resolution of that body. ‘The gist of the report, 
after excluding redundant verbiage, is this: 

The reduction in the duties on imports, which is 
to take place in 1842, is above five millions of dol- 
lars. 

The chief existing law on the subject, is the com- 
promise act of 1833, which the secretary proposes 
not to disturb by bis revision. . 

If any changes are inade, they should be solely 
for purposes of revenue. 

That these changes should be confined to articles 
not paying a duty so high as 20 per cent. and that, 
generally, it should not go above that rate. 

That the existing provisions for the payment of 
duties in cash; and the assessment of them on the 
value of the merehandise at the port of entry after 





| 1842, ought to be regarded. 


a 

it is doubtless a sound axiom to select for hichest 
taxation articles of luxury, rather than of necessity. 

It is expedient to select such articles of luxury 
as compete most with similar articles of America, 
growth or manufacture, though not to tax hn 
above 20 per cent. ” 

It may be useful, also, to select these articles fo 
an increased impost, which may be proper for “rsh 
tervailing injurious imposts, placed on our own pro. 
ductions by any foreign power. 

There are some anomolies in the present tarig 
which might be abolished; such as discriminations 
more favorable to luxuries than to necessaries, 

The value of free articles imported in 1838, ex. 
clusive of specie, was about $38,161,583. A dut 
of 15 ot cent. on these would yield a nett revenue 
near the five millions that may be needed in 1849. 

Selecting from the free articles those which tna 
be regarded most as luxuries, as teas, coffees, sijk; 
r&c. and adding them to those which conflict with 
American productions, as worsteds, linens, &c, ay 
there would be an amount of $29,026,448, (taking 
the year 1838 still asa guide) on which a duty of 29 
per cent. would also yield the amount of about fiye 
millions. 

On some articles not now free, but paying a duty 
of less than 15 or 20 per cent. the tax might be raig. 
ed. Wines are of this description. 

Half the amount of increased duty should be mage 
to accrue only from the first of January, in 1842, ang 
er residue commence the first of July next there. 
after. 

The warehouse system might be adapted anq 
adopted. 

It might be expedient to provide for the assess. 
ment of the whole of the higher class of duties after 
1842 on the ad valorem principle. 

Some of the large drawbacks and bounties, now 
allowed could be beneficially reduced so as to cor. 
respond in their proportions with the reduced dy. 
ties. 

This, we believe, is a tolerable synopsis of Mr, 
Woodbury’s report of revision, with the exception 
of it which merely describes the stipulations and 
restrictions of the existing tariff. We have inter. 
posed no opinions of our own. [ Madisonian, 


NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. The Washington 
correspondent of the New York Courier & Enqui- 
rer, under date of the 8th inst. alluding to the course 
of the negotiation between the governments of the 
United States and Great Britain on the boundary 
question, reverts to the fact of Mr. Chistopher 
Hughes having been first nominated to the senate 
by president Adams, at the session of congress in 
1828-9, to be minister to the Hague, (with a view 
to the arbitration before the king of the Netherlands), 
and the rejection of that nomination upon the same 
party ground upon which the most important nomi- 
nations then made by Mr. Adams were rejected, for 
the purpose of reserving all such appointments and 
concentrating the greatest possible amount of patro- 
nage in the hands of gen. Jackson, who was to 
come into office on the 4th of March following, the 
consequence of which rejection was, that, in due 
time, the mission was bestowed upon Mr. Preble. 
The correspondent of the Courier adds to this remi- 
niscence the following, which corresponds with the 
impression which has bees made upon our minds on 
the saine subject: 

“It is the opinion of persons best competent to 
judge, and from what they have said I confidently 
believe, that, if Mr. Hughes had received that ap- 
pointment, bis influence at the Hague, and his meats 
' of access to, and intercourse with, not the Dutch mi- 
| nisters alone, but the king himself, would have ena- 
| bled him to satisfy the arbiter of the justice of the 
pretensions of the United States, and would have 
brought about a decision of the northeastern bounda- 
ry question in our favor.” 

Thus, the first error committed in regard to the 
boundary negotiation was in the choice of an agent 
on the part of the United States to atiend to the ar- 
bitration. 


A second error, we believe, was committed in the 
rejection of the award of the king of the Netherlands 
under the treaty of Ghent, after it was made. Upon 
that head there is, we know, some difference of op! 
nion among patriotic citizens of both of our greal 
political parties. For our part, we wish that it could 
have been accepted. 

A third error was committed, we apprehend, by 
the present executive, in declining to carry into el- 
fect the wishes of congress, as indicated, two yea!s 
ago, by the making of an appropriation for the out 
fit and salary of a special minister to Great Brita!?. 
Whatever doubt might have existed in the mind o 
the president, as to the expediency of such a special 
mission, might weil have yielded to this expresso! 
of opinion by congress on the subject. 
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We allude to this last error with the less hesita- 
tion because, a3 We have heretofore intimated, we 
are disposed, “‘errors excepted,” to approve the ge- 
neral course of the present executive upon this de- 
licate question. [ Nat. Intel: 


Tus Topacco TRADE. The Alexandria Gazette 
has information from Amsterdam, under date of the 
11th of December, that the minister of finance has 

roposed a new tariff of duties, to go into opera- 
tion Ist January, 1841, by which (amongst other 
articles) the duties on Maryland and Virginia to- 
pacco will be increased from 80 cents per 100 ko. 
io 3 guilders per 700 ko.; and that, notwithstanding 
the remonstance of the merchants and dealers 
against the measure, It was generally supposed 
that the chamber would concur in the recommen- 
dation of the minister. 

THE ARMY. 

Recruits for the U. S.army. The whole num- 
per of soldiers enlisted in the army, at the recruiting 
stations in the different states, for one year from 
October Ist, 1839 to September 30th 1840, inclu- 
sive, was 6,316; at the stations for the general re- 
cruiting service, 3,006; at those for the dragoon 
service 496, and by regiments, 2,814; total, 6,316. 
The number of stations was about 40. Of the 
3,006, enlisted at these, for the general recruiting 
service, 1,444 were in the state of New York— 
nearly one half of the whole number. At the sta- 
tion in this city 817 were enlisted. At the other 
most prominent stations, there were enlisted, at 
Philadelphia, 215; Cumberland, Md. 155; Baltimore, 
Md. 143; Louisville, Ky. 150; Newport, Ky. 144; 
Syracuse, New York, 149; Utica, 138; Albany, 107; 
Boston, 108. Of the 496, for the dragoon service, 
329 were enlisted in this city. 

[N. Y. Jour. Com. 

Troops for Florida, A detachment of 104 re- 
cruits, for the Ist regiment of infantry, left New 
York last Tuesday for Tampa Bay, on board the 
Tuscina. The detachment is under command of 
lieutenant W. 8S. Henry, secondinfantry. Lieut. J. 
W. Martin, also of the second regiment is attached 
to the command. 

Florida. A letter has been received at Pilatka 
from colonel! Looms, dated at Fort Clinch, stating 
that thirty-three Indians had come it at that post. 

Tiger Tail had also come in and was going to 
Tampa. It is thought that in all about six hundred 
Indians have presented the:nselves at various posts 
along the coast on the gulf side. 

A party of the enemy lately attacked Fort Walker, 
killing two or three negroes and wounding one 
white woman. Fort Walker is between Micanopie 
and Newnansville. 

Captain W. B. Davidson, 3d artillery, died in 
Indian Key on the 24th December, regretted by all 
who kuew him as a gallant officer and most worthy 
man. 

THE NAVY. 

Death of commodore Stevens. The Washington 
papers of Friday announce the death of com:mo- 
dore Thomas Holdup Stevens, of the U. S. navy, 
and commandant of the Washington navy yard.— 
The lntelligencer says: ‘In the meridian of life, 
and in the enjoyment of the highest health, he re- 
ured to bed on Wednesday night, and before morn- 
ing the angel of death had stricken him from the 
number of the living. Commodore Stevens was a 
native of Charleston, South Carolina, and entered 
the navy in 1808, at the early age of fifteen. Young 
as he was, he had distinguished himself in the war 
of 1812, even before Perry’s brilliant victory on 
Lake Erie, and he commanded one of the vessels 
in that ever-memorable battle.” The Intelligencer 
pays a just and generous tribute to his memory.— 
I'he secretary of the navy has issued the annexed 
Official order, under date of the 22d inst. 

_As a mark of respect to the memory of com. 
lhomas Holdup Stevens, late of the United States 
havy, who died at Washington on the 21st inst. 
While in command of the navy yard and station, the 
flags of the navy yards, stations, and vessels of the 
United States navy are to be hoisted half mast, and 
thirteen ininute guns fired at noon on the day after 
the receipt of this order. Officers of the navy and 
Martine corps are directed to wear crape on the left 
arin for thirty days. 
he U. S. frigate Constitution and schooner 
Shark were lying at Callao, Peru, all well, Septem- 
ber 5th, to sail in a day or two for Payta and Guay- 
aquil. The U. 8. sloop of war St. Louis was daily 
€xpected at Callao from the coast of Mexico. She 
iad been absent about eight months. Our naval 
force seems to us to be entirely too Jimiled for the 
rxtensive commerce we have inthatocean. It will 
© Seen; in referring to the report made by the com- 


‘aan naval affairs in the senate of the United 
ates in 1330, that the whale ships alone in the 





Pacific ocean number 460 sail, amounting to near- 
ly 200,000 tons, and manned by 12,000 seamen!— 
he report says: ‘‘Every time this whale fleet puts 
to sea, there is required, in outfits, flour, 80,040 
barrels; pork and beef, 79,120 barrels; molasses, 
621,000 gallons; coffee, 552,600 pounds; sugar, 
256,800 pounds; tea, 172,500 pounds; rice, 1,300 
tierces; duck, 46,460 pieces; cordage, 8,960 tons; 
iron hoops, 4,600 tons; copper, 552,000 sheets, ves- 
sels coppered every voyage; staves, 10,000,000.— 
No part of the commerce of this country Is more 
important than that which is carried on in the Paci- 
fic ocean. It is large in amount—not less than 
$12,000,000 of capital are invested in, and actively 
employed by, one branch of the whale fishery alone; 
and in the whole trade is directly and indirectly in- 
volved not Jess than from fifty to seventy millions 
of property!” We commend the perusal of the 
whole of the report as a document which throws 
much light on the important subject of our com- 
merce to the Pacific. [ Philad. U. 8. Gazetie. 


STATES OF THE UNION. 
MAINE. 

Oxford district The election for a member of 
congress inthis district,on Monday last, has pro- 
bably resulted in the choice of Mr. Littlefield, the 
Van Buren candidate. Returns from 20 towns, 
give Littlefield 2,144, Long, (W.) 2,123, scatter- 
ing 293, showing a gain in favor of Littlefield since 
the late trial. 

Finances. The whole debt of the state amounts 
to $1,678,367, of which all but $37,420 is funded, 
and payable in periods of 4, 5, 8, 15 and 30 years. 
The estimated charge for interest the ensuing year 
is $98,500. 





Resources. 
$82,736 
40,000 


Cash on hand 
Bank tax for 1841 





Duty on commissions 2,500 
Balance of tax for 1840 97,718 
Land notes and other availables 205,000 
Claim on United States 350,000 
Bank stock 18,000 

Total $795,954 


The estimate of probable receipts in 1841, is 
$458,894, including cash on hand, $200,000 claim- 
ed of the United States for boundary expenses, the 
state tax. bank tax, and $30,000 from the land 
agent. The estimate of expenditure for the cur- 
rent year is $306,627. 

The large debt of the state is the result of an 
extravagant wheat bounty a few years since, and of 
its military expeditions to the Aroostook under 
gov. Fairfield. [N. Y. Cour. and Inquirer. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

State convention. The friends of the administra- 
tion in New Hampshire, recently held a conven- 
tion, and nominated candidates for governor, con- 
gress, council and state senators. John Page was 
nominated for governor, and Tristram Shaw, Ira 
A Eastinan, Charles G. Atherton, Edmund Burke, 
Jou R. Redding, for congress. The convention 
recommend a national convention to be held in N. 
York, on the 3d of July, 1842, to nominate candi- 
dates for president and vice president. 

RHODE ISLAND. 

The whig state convention of Rhode Island, as- 
sembled at Provideuce on Thursday. Asher Rob- 
bins, of New Port, was appointed president, Sam. 
Ward King, of Johnston, and Byron Diman, of 
Bristol, were nominated as the whig candidates for 
governor and lieutenant governor of the state. Al- 
bert C. Green, for attorney general, and Stephen 
Cahoone, general treasurer. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The public lands. The resolutions in favor of a 
distribution of the proceeds of sales of the public 
lands, among the several states, which had pre- 
viously passed the senate of Pennsylvania, passed 
a final reading in the house, by a vote of 51 to 44. 
While under consideration in the house, Mr. Cox, 
of Somerset, submitted an amendment, in the shape 
of a second resolution, instructing the Pennsylvania 
delegation in congress to vote for such an amend- 
ment or modification of the lariff laws, as may ren- 
der the revenue arising from imposts equal to the 
wants of the national government—so that no part 
of the proceeds of the sales of the public domain— 
the common property of the several states—be ap- 
plied to the uses of the federal government. This 
amendment was adopted by a vote of 56 to 27.-— 
The resolutions as passed by the house are as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, &c. That our senators in congress be, 
and they are hereby instructed, and our represen- 
talives requested, to resist any and all attempts, 
under what pretence soever the same may be made, 
te deprive the people of this state of their just pro- 


portion of tha common inheritance in the public} Kent, auditor, 


lands, and that they be and are hereby further in- 
structed and requested, to introduce and advocate 
the passage of a bill, providing for the distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of the same among the se- 
veral states, in the ratio of their representative 
population of one thousand eight hundred and forty. 

Resotved, That our senators in congress be fur- 
ther instructed and our representatives requested, 
to vote for such a modification or adjustment of the 
tariff laws as may increase the revenue upon im- 
posts equal to the wants of the national govern- 
ment, so that at no time hereafter, under any pre- 
tence whatever, shall the money received from the 
sales of the public lands be used by the general go- 
vernment. 

Resolved, That the governor be requested to cause 
a copy of this resolution to be forwarded to each of 
our senators and representatives in congress, and to 
the governors of the several states, with the request 
that the same may be laid before their respective 
state legislatures. 

The amendment of Mr. Cox will carry the reso- 
lutions back to the senate; but there is no sort of 
doubt but they will pass that body as amended. 

On Tuesday last, John Gilmore, of Butler coun- 
ty, (formerly a representative in congress), was 
elected, on joint ballot of the two houses of the le- 
gislature, to be treasurer of the state. 

Milttary convention. The military convention at 
Harrisburg, for a reform of the militia system ad- 
journed on Tuesday last, to meet again on the first 
Monday in June next, when a state military con- 
vention will be held, the delegates to be selected at 
the regimental trainings, out of the commissioned 
officers. It is > goon that no less than one thou- 
sand officers in full uniform, will be present on that 
occasion. The resolutions which were adopted pre- 
viously to adjournment were to the following effect: 

To effect an efficient organization of able bodied 
men. ‘To elect respectable men to offices, who 
would discharge the duty. Recommending to the 
divisions and brigades to hold meetings in April 
next. The appointment of a committee to transmit 
the proceedings to the members of congress and the 
state legislature, with suggestions to remedy the 
preseat evils of the system. Appointing a central 
committee. Appointing division and brigade officers 
corresponding committees. Appointing a commit- 
tee to procure the establishment of a military and 
literary paper, neutral in polities. That the army 
of the United States should not be increased. Re- 
commending encampments in the several divisions 
and brigades. AJl meetings of officers to be in full 
uniform. [ Ledger. 

DELAWARE. 

French spoliations. Governor Comegys calls the 
attention of the legislature of Delaware, to the case 
ofthe French spoliations upon American commerce, 
previous to 1800. The subjoined are the pertinent 
remarks of his excellency. 

‘Your attention is requested to the documents now 
communicated relating to the claims of American 
citizens for spoliations, committed on our commerce 
by France, prior to the year 1800, in which a num- 
ber of the citizens of this state are interested. This 
claim is preferred against the United States on the 
well known constitutional principle, that private 
property shall not be taken for public use, without 
inaking just compensation. The limits of this com- 
munication will not permit me to detail to you all the 
facts, which enter into the history of this long pro- 
tracted claim. ‘They are, however, fully set forth in 
the papers, laid before you. I may state briefly, 
that by the treaty between the United State and the 
French republic, of September, 1800, the United 
States released France from all claim of indemnity to 
our citizens, for enormous spoliations, committed on 
their commerce, by France, prior to that time, in 
consideration of a release on the part of France, of 
her claim of indemnity, for the non-performance of 
certain stipulations, contained in the treaty between 
the two countries of 1778; which stipulations were 
admitted by our government to be of binding obliga- 
tion on it. 

‘‘Our government thus purchased a release from 
an onerous treaty obligation with the property of 
their fellow citizens, and therefore became liable, 
upon every just principle, to them for the amount 
of the claims thus bartered away. This claim has 
been standing for forty years; has been elaborately 
investigated in both houses of congress, and its 
validity and justice have been repeatedly recognis- 
ed by committees in each house. In view of all 
the circumstances, I regard the claim as one enti- 
tled to your favorable consideration, and to that of 
congress.” 

The governor has appointed John W. Houston, 
esq. of Georgetown, secretary of state; and the le- 
gislature has elected col. William D. Waples, of 
Sussex, state treasurer, and L. A. Houston, esq. of 
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VIRGINIA. 
On the 13thinst. the Virginia house of delegates passed a resolution desig- 
nating the 12th day of February next as the period for electing an United 
‘ates senator in place of Mr. Roane. The resolution has yet to pass the 
Senate before it can be executed. In that body, there are 16 whigs and 16 


members of the administration party. 


In the senate of Virginia on Friday, the resolution to go into the election 
of senator to succeed Mr. Roane was lost by a vote of 15 to 15. 


Instructing resolutions. ‘The resolution introduced into the Virginia house 
of delegates instructing the senators from that state to vote for rescinding the 
celebrated expunging resolutions, has passed that body by a vote of 67 to 55 
and has been sent tu the senate for its action. A resolution has also been in- 


troduced into the house, instructing the senators to vote against the charter: 


of anational bank. A motion was made to postpone it indefinitely, which 
motion is now under debate. ; 

Elections. The senate have postponed indefinitely the bill from the house 
of delegates, to have the elections upon the court days in the month of April. 
This is the third winter the bill has shared the same fate. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 

Sending out the schoolmaster.’ The legislature of North Carolina has acted 
most nobly in the matter of establishing common schools. The Raleigh Re- 
gister has the following in relation to the action on that subject: 

The bill to establish and regulate common schools is decidedly the most 
important measure of the session, and required more time to arrange the de- 
tails and mature the plan than any other. This bill, which became a law, 
provides that the nett annual income of the literary fund, exclusive of the 
moneys arising from the sale of swamp lands, shall be distributed annually 
among the several counties of the state, in the rates of their federal popula- 
tion, The county courts are annually to appoint in each county (which voted 
for schools under the act of last session) not less than five nor more than ten 
superintendents of common schools. A school tax is to be levied in each 
county, not exceeding in amount half the sum received from the literary 
fund, to be collected by the sheriff as other taxes. The board of superinten- 
dents to lay off their counties into school districts of convenient size. There 
are to be three school committeemen chosen in each county by the people, 
who are to employ teachers, and all free white children in the state are to be 
instructed. In those counties where the vote before was against schools, the 
people are to vote next August again on the subject. This law, if energeti- 
cally carried out, and we believe it will be, will dot our land all over with 
public schools, and put it in the power of every white child in the state to 
acquire a plain, practical education, which will fit him for usefulness in life, 
and teach him properly to appreciate the blessings of free government, 


ALABAMA, 

Bank accommodations. The Huntsville Democrat contains a tabular state- 
ment showing the amount of loans made to certain individuals by the state 
bank of Alabama. From this statement it appears that there have been loaned 
to seven directors $82,748 23; to five members of the legislature from Mobile 
county $311,672 52; and to members of the iegislature in other parts of the 
state $156,015 04. It is such accommodations by the banks which have pro- 
duced the present embarrassments. It is carrying the credit system to 
excess. 


MISSISSIPPI. 

Legislature. The renovation which the Mississippi legislature nnderwent 
at several recent special elections has thrown the whigs into the majority in 
the house, and on meeting on the 5th ult. Alexander Ventress (W.) of Wil- 
kinson county, was elected speaker of the house, by a vote of 38 to 34, and 
R. M. Corwine (W.) of Yazoo, clerk by a vote of 40 to 37. 

LOUISIANA, 

Governor’s message. We had intended to give a synopsis of the message of 
governor Roman, but we find the following already made to our hands, in the 
Picayune, and adopt it: : : 

«After referring to the result of the presidential election, the governor pro- 
ceeds to notice the various subjects which should come before the legislature. 
He calls for the intervention of the legislature to prevent the system of voting 
out of public lauds which at present obtains, and suggests as a means to that 
end the adoption of a registry law. He says the condition of the banks in 
New Orleans is as satisfactory as are the affairs of such institutions in any 
other city of the union; yet the experiment would be dangerous were they to 
resume specie payments simultaneously with the Philadelphia banks; mea- 
sures should be taken compelling those banks to go into liquidation which are 
deprived of active capital; but, as there exists a probability that a national 
bank will be established, clemency should be extended to them with regard 
to time. He shows that the finances of the state are not in a very flourishing 
condition, and suggests that the legislature be economical in its appropriations; 
as such a course will render the disagreeable alternative, on his part, unneces- 
sary of so often using the veto power, which the constitution has placed in bis 
hands. The difficulty of obtaining from the sheriff, for the time being, the 
moneys of the state at the proper period, requires to be remedied. He sug- 
gests that henceforth the term of sheriff’s appointment be limited to one year, 
and that without areceipt in full from the state treasurer, he shall be inelligible 
forreappointment. Healso thinks that the law of assessment should be amend- 
ed with a view ofincreasing the revenue ofthe state. He points out the neces- 
sity which exists for a protective duty in favor of sugar of native growth—a 
measure which would not benefit Louisiana alone but every state in the union. 
He gives astatement of the location and extent of the lands set apart in the 
state for the support of colleges and public schools, and hoped that the pre- 
sent legislature would render itself memorable by its judicious application of 
it, for the literary and scientific education of the rising generation. 

He gives a succinct statement of the present financial position of the 
board of public works, and recommends a revision of the militia laws of the 
state; he thinks that if the officers of militia were elected for a given term, 
instead of for life, as at present, that branch of our defence would be improv- 
ed by the change; it would have the effect of making the officers more active 
than they are under the present law. The penitentiary, he says, has realized 
all that its originators anticipated. The convict labor brings a very consider- 
able property to the state; itis not, however, in accordance with the spirit of 
our institutions to have negroes and white convicts confined in the same pri- 
son. He suggests that the negro convicts be employed in New Orleans on 
the public works. He speaks 1n favor of the introduction of the system in 
New Orleans of selling dry goods at auction, by wholesale, as it is done in 
New York; such a system would be calculated to increase our commerce.” 


New Orleans, January 11th, 1841. I have the pleasure of informing you 
that the legislature of Louisiana this day elected Alexander Barrow, esq. a 
staunch and sterling whig, to the senate of the United States, for six years 
succeeding the fourth of March next, in place of Robert Carter Nicholas, 
(Van Buren), whose term expires, atthe end of the present session of con- 
gress. Mr. Barrow sueceeded at the first ballot, the vote standing as follows; 
Barrow, 36; Nicholas, 30; Black, 1—67. 

The legislature was complete, a circumstance almost unexampled. 

ARKANSAS. 


Census. By the recent census, this state is computed to contain a popuia- 
tion of 94,993 souls, as follows: white males 41,108, white females 84,404, 
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total white population 75,512; free eclored persons 
431, slaves 18,969, total colored population 19,391. 
There are 40 deaf and dumb persons, 20 blind and 
4linsane and idots. Of the number of white per- 
sons above the age of 20, there are 6,584 who can 
neither read nor write. There are 9 academies and 

mmar schools within the state, having-434 scho- 
ars, and 108 primary and common schools, having 
2,507 scholars. 


KENTUCKY. 

Penitentiary. From the annual report of the 
keeper, it appears that the profits of the institution 
from March, 1839, te November, 1840, amount to 
the sum of $42,512 12 cents. The number of con- 
victs are stated to be 225. 


OHIO. 

The Ohio State Journal says that the annual re- 
port of the auditor discloses the astounding fact, 
that the collectors of tolls upon the Ohio state ca- 
nals, at Newark, Massillon, Dayton and Chilicothe, 
are in default to the state for moneys received by 
them, in the aggregate sum of $41,560 72. 

The absorbing question here, says the State Jour- 
nal, among those who‘are sincerely desirous to place 
the moneyed institutions of our state in a condition 
to be safe and useful is; whether there shall be a 
state bank, similar to that in Indiana, or whether 
the present banks, or such of them as are entitled to 

ublic confidence, shall be united in a kind of New 

ork safety fund system, with such modifications 
however, as shall secure a larger amount of specie 
in the vaults of the banks, in proportion to the 
amount of paper circulation, than is exhibited in 
the reports of the New York-banks. The proba- 
bility is, that the committee to whom this subject 
is referred, will report a bill on the latter plan; 
chiefly because the finances of the state are thought 
to be unfavorable to the former. The great diffi- 
culty appears to be in determining a rule by which 
the bs preg fort means of the present banks may 
be ascertained, in order to fix the amount of circu- 
lation to which each. may be entitled, when pre- 
senting claims to the board of control, for admission 
into the family of solvent banks. 

The bank bill has been since reported. 


INDIANA. 

Legislature. In the house, on Wednesday the 
6th inst. the vote on the passage of the bill to re- 
gulate general elections so as to restrict voters to 
the privilege of voting only in the township in} 
which they may reside, was reconsidered and after 
a spirited debate, the bill passed. The senate spent 
the most of the next day in discussing a motion to 
reject the bill, which was finally carried in the 
affirmative by a vote of 27 to 18. 

State bonds. A report has been made in the le- 
gislature of Indiana, on the subject of the bonds 
issued by that state, in which the ground is taken 
that all the bonds issued by the commissioners of 
the state should be paid, except such as had been 
sold and were not paid for, and which remained in 
the possession of the original purchasers. This 
has reference to the bonds sold to the Morris canal 
company of New York, and for which the state has 
received nothing. But as that company has dis- 
posed of those bonds to the United States bank of 
Pennsylvania and by that bank have been pledged 
to England, the proviso can be of no effect. Those 
bonds constitute a large portion of the debt of that 
state. 

ILLINOIS. 

Resumption. It will be remembered that by the 
unexpected termination of an extra session of the 
legislature of that state,a few hours,on a day, 
previous to the commencement of the regular ses- 
sion, the State Bank of illinois was in a measure 
coerced into the work of resuming specie payments, 
somewhat sooner than it otherwise would have 
dene. The resumption took place, if we mistake 
not, on the 24st of December. And we nowlearn 
from the St. Louis Republican of late date that 
“the demand for specie on the State Bank of Illi. 
nois, had thus far been much less than was expect- 
ed.” Weare told, in fact, that there has been no- 
thing like a run on the State Bank, or any of its 
branches. ‘The resumption thus far is said to have 
had no influence whatever on the condition of the 
bank. 

The cily of Cairo. The Sangamo (Ill.) Journal 

ays: 
' uA sbip is now contracted for, to be built at 
Cairo, the ensuing summer, designed for a regular 
trader between that city and Liverpool! Start not 
reader! This is most certainly true; and ten years 
will hardly pass before ships from the ocean will 
unload their cargoes at Cairo city, which will then 
be a port of entry, and will take that rank among 
the cities of the west, to which her unrivalled posi- 
tion—unrivalled in any portion of the world—will 


“We will add to this article the fact that the em- 
bankment, which will enclose 1,300 acres, will be 
completed in June; after which an overflow of the 
city will no longer be apprehended.” 

This embrio city—we believe it already has a 
character—is situated at the extreme southern point 
of Illinois, on the peninsula formed by the junction 
of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. 

MISSOURI. 

Si. Louis. The business between the city of St. 
Louis and Boston and New York, this year, ac- 
cording to the St. Louis Gazette, is $6,000,000. 
When the Chicago canal is finished, which will be 
in the coming year, the transportation of merchan- 


dise will mostly be done by the Erie canal and the 
lakes. 


MICHIGAN. 

Governor Woodbridge’s message was communi- 
cated to the two houses of the Michigan legislature 
on the 7th instant. The subject of education is the 
first that receives particular notice, and it appears 
to be one which the governor has much at heart. 
Various defects are pointed out in the existing sys- 
tem of common schools, especially as it regards the 
laying off of districts and the imposition of taxes. 
Amendments are suggested. The condition of the 
state university is alluded to—an institution which 
seems to be designed upon a scale of gigantic pro- 
portions, having its chief endowment in public 
lands granted by the state and the general govern- 
ment. The university has its branches in different 
parts of the state, some of which are now in suc- 
cessful operation. Of the central institution four 
buildings for professors’ residences are finished, the 
grounds are handsomely enclosed, and a large edifice 
for students will be finished probably in June next. 

Among the local matters to which the massage 
refers, the judiciary department of the state gives 
occasion for a series of remarks. ‘In all our courts 
of civil jurisdiction,” says the message, “it is too 
obviously true to need formal proof to establish the 
faet, that within a few years past, the number of 
suits has increased to an extraordinary extent; and 
the crowded and diffused operations of our courts 
are looked to with afar more general and absorbing 
interest than in ordinary times.”? This state of 
things is ascribed in part to the unfortunate policy 
of the general government in relation to the cur- 
rency and the tariff. In this connection, the mes- 
sage says— 

To establish a national currency, has not been 
confided to the states; nor does it remain with them 
to create any incidental institution, tending to invi- 
gorate, increase or protect it. No power has been 
reserved to the states either, so far to interfere with 
the operations of commerce, as, without materially 
injuring any other interest, to foster and increase 
our own manufactures. And when by a lamentable 
concurrence of circumstances, principally super- 
induced by the action of the federal authorities 
themselves, ruin is brought upon thousands of un- 
fortunate debtors, and their families, without any 
moral guilt of their own, no power exists, except 
with those authorities, to relieve their distress, by 
a well guarded and ‘‘uniforin system of bankrupt- 
cy.” Qn neither of these subjects can the separate 
states act authoritatively. But the expressed wishes, 
or the well reasoned opinions of the state Jegisla- 
tures on all questions of national poliey, will be 
entitled to respect, and cannot but exert a just and 
salutary influence. 

There appears to be some uncertainty concern- 
ing the exact location of the northern boundary se- 
parating the state of Michigan from the British ter. 
titory. Itis recommended that an immediate ap- 
plication be made to congress for a survey of the 
district in question. 

The internal improvements of the state constitute 
an important topic of discussion. The great error 
has been in undertaking too many large works at 
once. The consequences are that the whole sys- 
tem is brought to a stand in an imperfect condition, 
and the obligations of the state have accumulated 
without the means of meeting them being at pre- 
sent available. After referring to the unpromising 
aspect of things now in view, with the difficult al- 
ternatives that lay before them, the governor con- 
cludes upon the subject thus: 

And, to rescue our eonstituents and our state 
from a condition so rapidly approaching, and yet 
so humiliating and so full of peril, I think, gentle- 
men, that but one course remains—that is, fo con- 
sent to look at our great public works, solely as a 
matter of finance, a3 a measure of pecuniary con- 
cern merely—at once, and manfully, to sacrifice on 
the alter of true honor and patriotism, all local pre- 
judices and partialities, and with one accord, to ap- 
ply all the available means that remains to us, to 
the completion of that one of them which will 
most certainly be productive; which, from a full 





entitle her. ) 


consideration of all circumstances, and an honest 








estimate of chances, will furnish the strongest! or. ; 
the best guaranty that its pecuniary avails will the 
most certainly be equal to the semi-annual interes 
which the state must soon cast about for ways a 
means to pay. . 

Some increase of the general state tax j 
mended; also the appointment of commis 
make a new assessment and yaluation of 
in the state. 


MESSAGE OF THE GOVERNOR OF MAS 
SACHUSETTS. : 
Fellow citizens of the senale 
and house of representatives: 

We are the chosen agents of the commonwealih 
appointed by the people, each to perforin the dutiec 
and bear the responsibilities, imposed on him by th. 
constitution and laws. By the wise provisions of 
the constitution, the trust confided to the seyera| 
branches of the government is limited to the shor 
period of one year, when the power delegated to ys 
returns to the people, and we to private life. Unde, 
such an organization, all being held annually a. 
countable for their conduct, under the heavy penalty 
of popular disapprobation, there is little danger of 3 
wide departure, in public policy, from the will of , 
majority of the electors. 

Review of the political system. This system hag 
been in force sixty years, and the prosperous con. 
tion of our happy commonwealth, during most of 
that period, is the best proof of the wisdom, patriot. 
ism and profound sagacity of the devoted advocates 
of public liberty who formed it. 

It is questionable whether human wisdom coy: 
devise asystem of organic laws, which would give, 
more full and free expression of public sentiment o; 
act with greater efficiency in promoting the great ob. 
ject of popular government. 

What son of Massachusetts is not justly proud of the 
glorious name? A name illustrious in the country’; 
annals! A name associated with events that wil! 
transmit it to nations unborn with a charm sur. 
passing the illusions of fiction. If we can carry ow 
thoughts into the past, and not have our hearts to 
swell with gratitude to God for his signal blessings, 
we are unworthy of the name of Christians. If we 
can survey the works of our fathers, and contemplate 
the comprehensive wisdom displayed in founding, 
broad and deep, our free institutions, without rever- 
ence for their memory, and thankfulness for their 
unfaltering support of popular liberty, we are sons, 
unworthy of such ancestors, for who have done more, 
or done it better? And where are more convincing 
proofs of the happy success of a self-governed con:- 
munity, than in the useful, benevolent and political 
institutions which exist around us? 

Massachusetts, while a weak and humble colony, 
embraced the great principle, that a people to be free 
must be enlightened, and was the first to engraft it 
upon her public policy. This principle, originally 
raised to sustain and carry out freedom of opinion in 
religion, soon proved to be the strongest pillar in the 
political fabric. Her schools have shed a lustre 
upon her career, and imparted a stability and moril 
dignity to her character, the influences of which have 

assed her own limits, and are felt at the remotest 

orders of this confederacy. 

Moral and intellectual improvement. To extend toa 
whole people the means of moral and intellectual im- 
provement; to employ the resources of the state t 
make all wise and good, by enlarging their capacities 
for enjoyinent and usefulness, is a noble conception,i 
it unfolds the mental strength of the poor, and opens 
the way for all to attain to honor and fame. We s¢¢ 
among us at all times the powerful workings of edt 
cation, in the fact, that a Jarge portion of those wh0 
embellish the walks of literature, or adorn the lear: 
ed professions, or signalize themselves in the halls o 
legislation, are the sons of persons comparative’) 
poor. ia 

Education. Thus the schools are constantly ¢x 
erting a great influence upon our destiny by adding 
fresh vigor, power and moral energy to the populat 
mind, and qualifying it to sustain the great cause ° 
equality of rights in the most comprehensive — 
While Massachusetts has thus rested her hopes ° 
the future upon the intelligence and moral serge 
of the people, she has seen no cause to distrust the 
wisdom of her policy. , 

Benevolent institutions. As the commonwealtl 
has been studiously anxious to imbue the public 
mind with these qualifications for self-governinen's 
so she has not been unmind{ul of the duties of humal 
ty and benevolence. She has uniformly rescuc® 
the destitute poor from the sufferings incident to wf 
providence or misfortune, and provided for aa 
members of the great public family. She has os 
mitigated the condition of the poor debtor, and “ 
generous policy ought to be pursued till punishmer 
shall cease to aggravate poverty. Nor has a 
rental sympathy been withheld from the destitule 
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blind and des f and dumb, but their misfortunes have 
been greatly alleviated by a liberal provision for their 
education and improvement in the useful arts. Nor 
has she disregarded the insane, or overlooked their 
deplorable condition, but has caused many to be re- 
d from loathsome cells, where they were con- 
for crimes unconseiously committed, to an 
asylum, in which by medical skill and gentle treat- 
ment, they are restored to their reason, or greatly re- 
lieved from their sufferings. 

Works of Christian charity and voluntary benevo- 
lence every where abound, embellishing our com- 
monwealth, and bearing testimony to the disinterest- 
ed philanthropy of our citizens. The spires of 
churches scattered over the face of the country, 
mark our character as descendants of the pil- 

rims, and afford an impressive proof that religion 
abides among us. ‘The sick and disabled find a re- 
fuge and an alleviation of their sufferings in our 
hospitals, and the unprotected orphau has provided 
for him a retreat from the snares and seductions of 
vice, where virtue and good morals are sedulously 
cherished and cultivated. The adventurous mari- 
ner, who from his improvident habits and careless 
generosily, is often the victim of the rapacious, finds 
zealous friends among the benevolent, who labor to 
arrest abuses and to elevate his moral character. 

Jurisprudence. The laws are justly regarded as 
the exponent of the will of the people, and while 
they are adininistered with such impartiality, that 
the inhabitants feel secure in their persons and pro- 
perty, the decisions of our highest judicial tribunals 
are regarded in other states with the respect due to 
able and learned expositions of the principles of an 
enlightened people. 

Resources, enterprise, industry. We have seen also 
when the policy of the federal government has not 
impeded our action, the means of prosperity con- 
stantly multiplied, and our resources steadily deve- 
loped, as our ability has increased. New avenues of 
transportation have been opened, and fresh impulses 
given to trade and production, creating strong mo- 
tives in our citizens to cling to the fortunes of our 
venerable commonwealth. 

Much of all this is the result of private enterprise. 
But it owes its origin to our popular organization, 
and especially to the great individual liberty which 
weenjoy. Exciting, as it does, bold and success- 
ful enterprise, it is a most gratifying proof of the 
wonderful energy of a free people, among whom 
useful labor is honorable. It is the work of a com- 
munity united upon the fundamental principle of 
equal rights to all, and exclusive privileges to none: 
—a cominunity that has built itself up, and drawn 
around it the comforts and enjoyments which follow 
powerful and well directed efforts;—a community in 
which each member, as far as safety will permit, has 
been left to pursue his fortunes according to the dic- 
tates of his understanding—to follow his oocupation 
in his own way, free from such restraints as impair 
the right of private judgment and narrow down in- 
dividual liberty. 

Political privileges and duties. In the high enjoy- 
ment of these privileges, our citizens have de- 
termined, each for himself, what employment he 
would pursue—whether he would work much or 
little—whether he would buy, sell, exchange or give 
away property—whether he would give credit, exact 
money, or make any other conditions, and they have 
vigilantly guarded against all attempts to invade or 
impair these rights. 

The almost unrestrained individual liberty which 
We enjoy; the exemption from unnecessary and op- 
pressive burdens; the right which belongs to each 
egy to seek his happiness and enjoy the fruits of 
is industry in such manner as he pleases, if it be 
not criminal, are the obvious causes of our prospe- 
rity, and have worked out those great results which 
distinguish our union from all other countries and 
make it the paradise of the poor man. Almost all 
We see amongst us in our commonwealth is the work 
ofindividual enterprise, exerting itselfunder these in- 
fluences, Business, when it has received the friend- 
ly support due from the federal government, has 

fen urged forward with untiring zeal; trade and 
Wealth have been sought by sea and by land, in un- 
explored regions; commérce, foreign and domestic, 
has been employed with such unexampled activity 
in exchanging the products of labor, that labor itself 
has been stimulated to its greatest efforts, and has 
realized rewards seldom equalled in any country.— 
he earth itself has been annually tasked for more 
abundant crops, and this general activity of business 
'as lmparted vigor to the mechanic arts, and advanc- 
= them rapidly towards higher perfection. What 
ee: resources of an individual have been inadequate 
: accomplish, has been done by united efforts; ca- 
als have been excavated, rail roads laid down, ships 
pit afloat, mills erected, manufacturing established. 
ius individual energy acting by itself, or aniied 
With others, has enlarged business in all its forms so 


move 
fined 


rapidly, and created such a demand for labor, that 
all who have been disposed to be industrious, have 
with few exceptions, found as much employment as 
they desired, and at rates of wages adequate to lay 
the foundation of success in the acquisition of pro- 
perty. We often see this individual power forcibly 
illustrated in the rapid progress of our citizens 
from poverty to wealth—in the transition from the 
humblest circumstances to a condition which ena- 
bles them to become the generous patrons of the be- 
nevolent and useful institutions which have grown 
up amongst us. ; 
Individual liberty, coupled with intellectual im- 
provement, is manifestly the vital principle that dis- 
tinguishes us and inoves us on by its own inherent 
power, crowning our efforts with triumphant suc- 
cess. It creates inypulses that nothing else can 
give, and in its great and general results exhibits in 
strong contrast the difference between those who 
enjoy it, and such as have no voice in their destiny, 
but from generation to generation labor quietly oa 
to sustain animal existence, unconscious of the ca- 
pacities that sleep within them. Almost all we 
witness around us, is only the proof of what man 
is capable of accomplishing for himself when free 
scope is given to his mental and physical faculties. 
While in the enjoyment of such large privileges, it 
is not remarkable that we are sometimes borne for- 
ward by the buoyant hopes naturally excited, 
with a strength that carries us into injurious ex- 
cesses of business, but as the desolating tempest or 
swollen streain soon subside, leaving behind the 
blessings of heaven mingled with the waste, so do 
the people return from excess to their usual pru- 
dence, learning wisdom from misfortune. The in- 
conveniences resulting from occasional over-action 
are trifling compared with the interference of a re- 
gulating power, which would impair the discretion, 


individuals. Power always steals upon us under 
the plausible pretence of bettering our condition, 
but its general aim isto take something from us 
which lessons our privileges. It may be abused 
and exercised oppressively by majorities as well as 
by despots. The mere forms of a free government 
do not, therefore, make a free people, unless, as in- 
dividuals, they are exempt from oppression, and 
enjoy the liberties and privileges which constitute 
all that is valuable in freedom. It becomes us 
when in possession of such privileges as the people 
of this commonwealth enjoy, not to be impatient 
under the evils incident to them: not to destroy the 
wheat in extirpating the tares, but to cherish the 
love of individual liberty as the basis of political 
happiness. When abuses demand it, a suitable 
corrective should be applied, but notin a way to 
cool the ardor, discourage the hopes, or abate the 
energy of our citizens. Such legislation may gain 
something to power, but nothing to the great cause 
of universal freedom and prosperity. 

Like other states, we have shared the calamities 
which have fallen to the common lot of the coun- 
try, and they have had their influence upon our 
progress. But the people have infused into the ge- 
neral course of policy, much of their own free and 
lofty spirit, and have imparted to our institutions a 
living energy that will sustain and advance them 
toward higher perfection, and inake thetn more 
worthy of our love, and more perfect models for 
the imitation of others. We cannot more strongly 
evince our attachment to the commonwealth, than 
by promoting the prosperity and happiness of the 
people, by wise and prudent legislation, which shall 
not impair their privileges. 

Federal relations. But whatever may be our 
policy, and however generously the people may in- 
fuse their liberal spirit into measures, still our con- 
nexion with the government of the United States is 
such, and its influences so great, that we can nei- 
ther avert or controlthem. Probably no stafe in the 
union has so great a diversity of important interests 
so materially affected by its action. We are agri- 
culturists, manufacturers, mechanics, navigators, 
fishermen, merchants—each class following its own 
pursuits, but all united closely together by innume- 
rable strong ties, in a common interest. We hold 
extensive commercial intercourse with the world, 
and maise the seas tributary to our labor in many 
ways. 

We are thus brought directly under the power 
and protection of the government of the United 
States, and if its policy be wise, experience teaches 
us that we can scarcely fail to prosper, but if it be 
unwise, or oppressive, we have learnt in like man- 
ner that we cannot escape its injurious influence, 
If it denies to us commercial intercourse, our trade 
is suspended: if itis regulated upon unfair or un- 
just terms, we langish under the injury: but when 
its parental arm covers us with its shield, winning 
our confidence, and encouraging our interprise by a 





judicious policy, then the swelling tide of success 


diminish the privileges, or restrain the enterprise of 


‘is rolled on with an impetus that none buta free 
people can give. As therefore, the power of that 
government reaches, and influences all our pursuits, 
to the earnings of the humblest laborer, we have in 
ita vital and abiding interest, and we have a right 
to demand of it a just and faithful exercise of its 
constitutional authority, as well as to hold it re- 
sponsible, if in times of peace and plenty, it pur- 
sues a course adverse to our prosperity and em- 
barrasses our einployments. 

The currency—experiments. Our public affairs 
have for along period of time been in great confu- 
sion. Our finances, currency and business have 
been greviously deranged during the experimental 
policy pursued since the chief magistrate of the U. 
States took into his custody and keeping the re- 
venues. Even those revenues which were then 
superabundant, have ceased to meet the annual ex- 
penditures, and money raised on governmental pa- 
per has supplied the deficiency. Attempts are 
made to justify this extraordinary state of things on 
the ground that the currency is and has been ex- 
cessive, that through the influences of this excess, 
credits have become extravagant—-trade has gone 
beyond the limits of prudence—importations have 
become immmoderate—and property has acquired an 
unnatural value. The apparent object of the poli- 
cy is to retain the revenues under the more imme- 
diate control of the executive and to check credits 
among the people by diminishing the amount of 
money in circulation. The real effectis to dimi- 
nish business by lessening the means employed to 
carry it on, and thus curtailing the value of proper- 
ty and the wages of labor. Among men without 
wealth credit stands in the place of capital, and 
just to the extent it is diminished by this policy, a 
decline in business must follow, drawing after it a 
proportionate fall of wages. mies 

The whole weight of the administration has been 
thrown upon the currency, and its fortunes staked 
upon so reforming it as to restrain credits and trade 
founded upon them. 

The currency has been reduced till money has 
commanded ruinous rates of interest—trade has de- 
clined—importations have been diminished but not 
more than other business—credits have been cur- 
tailed as a vast multitude of distressed debtors can 
testify—property and wages have heen lowered— 
but where is the prosperity that was to follow? 
where the golden era of fruition? The aching eyes 
of many are still stretched in vain after it while it 
recedes like the mirage of the desert before the 
weary traveller. 

Since this policy commenced, years have passed 
away, and what have we realizeu, but the tortures 
of the experiment? In what has our condition been 
improved? The people have yet to learn how 
those, who are not born to inheritances, are to carry 
on a successful business without credit, or how the 
country can be made to prosper without it. They 
have yet to learn how reducing the currency is to 
bring relief, when they see their property sacrificed 
and themselves overwhelmed for the want of mo- 
ney. If,.as many seem to believe, the sub-treasury 
act will diminish importations, by restraining cre- 
dits, we have yet to learn, that it will not affect do- 
mestic business and trade which is of vastly greater 
magnitude and importance, in the same manner, 
for currency and. credit are as indispensable to the 
one as to the other. : 

Massachusetts believing that no such favorable 
results, as have been anticipated, would be realiz- 
ed, has from the commencemeut of it, firmly oppos- 
ed this policy, protesting against it, as unwise, in- 
jnrious and an alarming invasion of the liberties of 
the people. She deplored that act by which the 
revenues were taken from the custody of law and 
employed to enlarge and strengthen executive 
power. She resisted the sub-treasury act, because 
it substantially legalizes that dangerous union of the 
executive with the moneyed power, and because 
she considers it as the initiatory step towards a 
paper currency founded on the credit of the United 
States. With such a power in ambitious hands, 
she saw that her own monetary institutions would 
be subject to execulive control, and might be de- 
ranged or crippled at pleasure. She saw indeed 
nothing to hope, but much to fear, and stood firm in 
her purpose amid the triumph of the friends of this 
policy, warning the people of the danger. She has 
been heard, and a response given, condemning the 
system by an emphatic expression of public opinion. 

Yet we see from high sources proois of a disposi- 
tion to cling to it. Is there still a lingering hope to 
satisfy such as have been struggling with the ad- 
versity of the times, that the country has been pros- 
perous? Can the people be persuaded that the trea- 
sury is in a favorable condition, when all its re- 
sources from the current revenues and otherwise, 
amounting to more than one hundred and twelve 
millions of dollars during the last four years, have 
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been exhausted and the country left in debt! Is it 

roof of a suitable economy, that nearly thirty mil- 
ions of this fund consisted of a surplus meney aris- 
ing from cash on hand, bank stock, &c. which has 
been expended in addition to the current revenue? 
Is a debt the less burdensome because it is not per- 
ment, when the president has officially assured us 
that “indebtedness cannot be lessened by borrowing 
more money or changing the form of the debt??? The 
people will form their own judgment in regard to 
these matters, but I see no satisfactory evidence of 
economy or any such proofs of a general prosperity 
as to justify congratulations. 

Prospects. e time, however, is at hand when 
we may hope for an adininistration of public affairs 
which will relieve business from its fetters and_| 
open upon the country a higher prospect. We may, 
I trust, look for enlightened measures, which will 
quicken into activity the benumbed energies of our 
great industrial community; and fora system of 
actual, practical economy, rigidly enforced, and in 
harmony with the plain republican habits of the 
people. We may also, I trust, anticipate a policy 
that will watch over the great interests of the coun- 
try, encouraging, protecting, cherishing and har- 
monising all of them; one that while in comprehen- 
sive wisdom it embraces the planters, will not over- 
look the farmer, the manufacturer, the mechanic, 
navigator or fisherman. 

A great crisis is at hand when congress must set- 
tle the measure of protection which the labor of this 
part of the country is to derive from the assessment 
and collection of the revenue from importations. 
We shall look to the coming event with deep anxie- 
ty, trusting that it will be met in the spirit of con- 
ciliation and mutual concession, and harmonize in a 
common prosperity, all the great interests of the 
country. Nothing short of this can give stability to 
our republican government and impart contentinent 
to the people. In the accomplishment of this de- 
sirable object, in which no one has a greater stake 
than the laborer, I cannot doubt all good citizens 
will unite with zeal, 

Policy. What we ought most anxiously to seek, 
is a wise, firm and steady policy, for nothing more 
deranges business than fiuetuating legislation. To 
be stable, it must be just, for if it shall disregard one 
class to favor another, the wound inflicted by such 
partiality will fester till the whoie system becomes 

diseased. The harmony of the states and the pre- 
servation of the union, are of such momentous con- 
sideration, that they demand the exercise of the 

reatest wisdom and patriotism from all quarters. 
Nothing can tend more strongly to such an end than 
the adoption of a comprehensive pelicy, embracing 
all the great interests of the country, and I trust the 
wisdom of congress will be united to accomplish a 
result so necessary and so unanimously desired. 

In entering upon the discharge of the duties as- 
signed to me, I am not unmindful of the great re- 
sponsibilities that rest apon the office; and in return 
for the confidence reposed in me, I can assure my 
fellow citizens, that my best efforts to promote the 
prosperity of the commonwealth shall be devoted 
to their service. I shall with great satisfaction co- 
operate with the legislature in giviug all possible 
despatch to the public business, and in maintaining a 
system of rigid economy and strict accountability in 
the management of the public money, as far as 

ower to do so is conferred upon me. My know- 
edge of the present state of the finances, does not 
enable me to speak of the details on this occasion, 
but [ shall unite with you in any suitable measures 
of economy which will biing the expenditures 
within the amount of receipts into the treasury, 
and in any just provisions for the payment of such 
balances as are or may fall due. 

There are many other important topics which 
will occupy your deliberations, and might be ap- 
propriately noticed at this time; but it will be more 
convenient to solicit for them your favorable atten- 
tion at some period, if the public interest should 
require it. 

t now only remains for me to express to my 
fellow citizens the abiding sense of gratitude which 
fills my heart at this renowned expression of their 
confidence, and to entreat that the smiles and bless- 
ings of Divine Providence may rest upon them and 
upon the commonwealth. JOHN DAVIS. 

Council chamber, January 9, 1841. 


MESSAGE OF THE GOVERNOR OF PENN- 
SYLVANIA. 
To the senate and house of representatives 
of the commonwealih of Pennsylvania. 

FELLOW CITIZENs: Among the various dutics 
enjoined by the constitution on the executive ma. 
gistrate, nove is more important and more frequent- 
ly perplexing, than that of “giving to the general 
assembly information of the state of the common- 





such measures as he should deem expedient.” On| 
this occasion Iam happily relieved from much of 
the anxiety and embarrassment attendant upon the 
discharge of this duty, by referring your attention 
to the annual message which I had the honor to 
transmit to the legislature on the 8th of January 
last. In that message I felt it to be my imperative 
duty to enter into a full and elaborate exposition of 
my views on several deeply interesting subjects 
connected with the public welfare, and especially 
on the subjects of the internal improvements of the 
commonwealth, the public debt, and the reforma- 
tion of the banking system. In regard to these 
leading questions of vital interest, and the numerous 
subordinate matters intimately associated and blend- 
ed with them, I can add very little to the opinions 
I expressed, and the recommendations I made in the 
message to which I have just referred you. ‘The 
experience of the past year has not only confirmed, 
but strengthened my conviction of the justice and 
propriety of those opinions and recommendations; 
the people at large, with unexampled unanimity, 
have approved them; and I earnestly invite your 
careful deliberation, as I did that of the last legis- 
lature, upon those portions of the message, to which 
you will find convenient access upon your journals. 
So far as respects the reform of the banking system, 
I perceive no necessity for changing or modifying, 
in any essential particular, the recommendations 
therein contained; and I now here respectfully, but 
earnestly recommend ‘the adoption of the recom- 
mendations I then made on this subject, and trust 
that the present legisiature will not seperate, until 
they shall have made a searching and thorough re- 
form of the imperfections and manifold abuses of 
the present system. Tome ithas been a subject 
of deep regret, that my recommendations on that 
subject did not meet the approbation of the last 
legislature, persuaded as I am, that the most bene- 
ficial influences would have resulted from their 
adoption. It is not, however, too late to apply the 
remedy still; and I again recommend, with axious 
earnestness, those measures for reforming the abuses 
of the banking system to your early attention. 

Resumption of specie payments. The resuinption 
of specie payments on the part of the banks, which 
constituted, a year ago, such a formidable portion 
of the difficulty in the way of efficient legislation, is 
about to be consummated, without your active in- 
terference at all. Under the resolution passed on 
the 3d day of April last, those institutions are re- 
quired, on and after the 15th day of January in- 
stant, to pay on demand all their notes, bills, de- 
posites, and other liabilities in gold or silver coin, 
on penalty of the forfeiture of their charter, upon 
certain conditions set forth in said resolutions. It 
affords me great pleasure to state, that although the 
day fixed for the resumption was more remote than 
I wished at the time, yet the period of indulgence 
has nearly passed away, and there is now good 
ground to believe that the banks of this common- 
wealth will, as they are required to do, be pre- 
pared again to discharge their liabilities in specie. 
Should they do so, by continuing strictly to observe 
the law, and by fulfilling the just expectations of 
the public, they may regain the confidence which 
they have hitherto lost, and more particularly may 
they do this if proper measures be adopted for the 
better regulation and control of their operations. 
One of the most immediate advantages resulting to 
the community, from the resumption of specie pay- 
ments, will be the entire expulsion from circulation 
of the illigitimate brood of small notes that have 
been poured in upon us, from the neighboring states 
on all sides, in defiance of law, and of the most ac- 
tive endeavor to suppress them. I cannot, how- 
ever, conclude this part of my subject without re- 
commending that no increase of our banking capital 
be made under any cireumstances, and that effeciual 
provision be made by law, that if any bank shall, 
at any time hereafter, suspend specie payments. it 
shall be ipso facto a forfeiture of its charter. No- 
thing short of an absolute and unconditional pro- 
vision of this kind can arrest the frequent over- 
issues of the banks, induced by the inordinate eu- 
pidity of those under whose directions they may be 
conducted. Let the great principle be distinctly 
announced, as the foundation on which our banking 
institutions rest, that, hereafter, there are to be no 
more suspensions of specie payments in Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Public improvement. The condition of the public 
improvements during the past year, has been at- 
tended to by the officers entrusted with their ma- 
nagement, with untiring assiduity. They are ina 
much better state of repair than they ever have 
been since their construction, and but little delay 
or interruption in business has oceured. The 
amount of business done on the main line, it is true, 
has been less than last year, but it has been owing 








wealth, and recommending to their consideration} to causes in no degree connected with the manage- 
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ment of the os improvements. I refer you to 
the report of the canal commissioners for a detailed 
and accurate statement of the present condition of 
the improvements, the sum required to complete 
those lines in a state of forwardness, and the amount 
needed for repairs on the canals and rail roads now 
in operation, as well as the amount due for repairs 
heretofore done. 

I feel it to be my duty again to state to the legis- 
lature,’ that as soon as those portions of the un- 
finished lines of improvement, now almost complet- 
ed, are finished, and upon which, if the work had 
been suspended, more would have been lost to the 
eommonwealth, than by hastening their completion, 
I think it full time for Ponniylrants to patse in her 
career of internal improvement, and test for a time 
the usefulness and value of the stupendous achieve. 
ments she has already made. I have been from the 
beginning, the friend and advocate of the internal 
improvement system of this commonwealth, and 
shall continue to be, so long as that system is con- 
fined to the main lines and their immediate tributa- 
ries; but our immense public debt, and the sacrifi- 
ces which the people are called upon to make in 
consequence of it, for the te eng of the interest, 
and of the principal as it falls due, forcibly admonish 
us, to consult prudence and economy before we in- 
cur additional responsibilities, without a correspond- 
ing increase of means to meet them. A revival of 
business, aud the natural augmentation of our popu- 
lation and resources, will in a short period of time, 
enable us to realize from our improvements, many 
of the advantages of which they are susceptible, 
and as I confidently trust, enough, and more than 
enough fo demonstrate the wisdom of their projec- 
tors, and the soundness of the policy, which led to 
the enormous investment of capital in their con. 
struction. When that day arrives, let eanals and 
rail roads be constructed wherever they proinise to 
be useful throughout the wide extent of the com- 
monweaith; but until it does arrive, let us husband 
our resources, and diminish as much as practicable 
the burthens now imposed upon the people of the 
state. 

The amount necessary to complete the main 
lines and to put the improvements now in use in a 
thorough state of repair, you will be fully informed 
of by the canal cominissioners; which amount of mo- 
ney I would respectfully suggest, should be imme- 
diately appropriated so as to.enable the canal com- 
missioners to make proper arrangements to apply it 
with most advantage to the public service. Great 
and immediate repairs to our improvements are in- 
dispensable, if we hope to maintain the character of 
those improvemeits, and to prevent our immediate 
northern and southern neighbors from diverting from 
them a large share of the business of the west and 
south. The honor of Pennsylvania is too deeply 
involved in this measure to admit of apathy or delay. 
Feeling as citizens of this commonwealth should 
feel on this subject, { am sure no stronger motive to 
action could be presented to you, than that of en- 
lightened and manly state pride, addressing itself 
to you through the medium of official duty. 

Public debt— Finances. 

The present amount of the public debt is 
Permanent loans at5 percent. $33,086,013 32 
Do. do. 44 percent. 200,000 00 
Temporary loans at 4 per cent. 15,000 00 








$33,301,013 32 
Due U. States on account of de- 
posite surplus revenue, 
Unpaid appropriations, 


2,867,514 78 
622,247 59 
ee 
$36,790,775 69 

Upon an examination of the debts and liabilities 
of the commonwealth, on the 15th of January, 1839, 
and the subsequent laws passed, authorising Joans 
and making appropriations, it will be found oo 
nearly the whole sum borrowed since that perio 
has been applied to debts and liabilities then due 
and falling due, on account of the public works 
finished and in progress—to the payment of tempo 
rary and stock loans—for interest on the public 
debt, and for the repairs of the canals and railways 
of the coinmonwealth. 

The only sums appropriated out of the loans a0 
thorised to be made since I came into office, whic 
were not applied to liabilities then due and ate 
out of contracts, which existed at that time, are th 
following: 

To the survey of a rail road from 

Harrisburg to Pittsburg, 

To stock in the Pennsylvania and 





$45,000 00 


Ohio canal, paeee . 
To stock in the Franklin rail road, 100,00 
To stock in the Monongahela navi- 0 
gation company, 100,000 ° 


— 


$295,000 00 
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Public property. 
$2,108,700 00 
2,830,348 89 
645,269 00 


stock, 
= ike and bridge stock, 
Canal and navigation stock, 
Rail road stock, 335,546 90 
Money due on land, estimated, 1,000,000 00 
Public works, canals, railways, &e. 29,578,506 17 





$36,498,370 96 

Thus it appears that the resources of the com- 
monwealth are abundant, but not immediately avail- 
able for the purpose of paying either the principal 
or the interest of the pubiic debt. 

It is here proper to remark, that it has not been 
the uniform practice of the legislature to provide 
sufficient revenue to meet the current demands 
upon the state treasury. The various appropria- 
tions of the public treasure have exceeded the pub- 
lic income. Out of this state of things a custom 
has grown up at the treasury, it seems, to pay the 
demands upon it, as they are from time to time pre- 
sented, without reference to the specific appropria- 
tion of part of the moneys therein to the payment 
of the interest upon the public debt, which falls due 
semi-annually, on the Ist of February and Ist of 
August. Under this custom it has happened, that 
from a deficiency of other means, the moneys aris- 
ing from tolls, auction duties, tax on collateral in- 
heritances, dividends on turnpike, bridge and navi- 
gation stocks, and escheats, which had been set 
apart by law towards the payment of the interest 
on the public debt, have been paid out indiscrimi- 
nately to meet other demands upon the treasury. 
There will, therefore, be a deficiency in the fund 
for the payment of interest on the public debt, 
upon the Ist of February next, of perhaps $300,000. 
This, as well as every other subject relating to the 
revenue, belongs so exclusively to the legislative 
branch of the government, that no recommendation 
of the executive can be required, to bespeak for it 
the necessity for some special legislation in relation 
to its future disbursement. 

The tax. Itis computed that the tax which will 
be rendered available under the act of the 11th of 
June, 1840, entitled ‘“‘an act to create additional re- 
venue to be applied towards the payment of in- 
terest, and the extinguishment of the debt, of the 
commonwealth,” will amount to about $600,000.— 
The sum which will be raised under this act, to- 
gether with the other resources of the cominon- 
wealth, will most probably liquidate the interest 
account, without further resort to loans for that pur- 
pose. This act is to continue in force five years, 
and provides such a rule for the assessment of taxes, 
as to fall with gentle weight on those who are little 
able to bear any addition to their expenses. ‘The 
articles taxed are those purely of juxury, such as 
gold watches, pleasure carriages, household furni- 
ture exceeding in value three huudred dollars, to- 
gether with bonds, bills and noes of solvent obli- 
gors, bank stock or stock in other corporations, 
yielding dividends of at least one per cent. salaries 
of public officers and real estate. 


Although this act undoubtedly operates with con- 
siderable hardship upon those who fall within the 
reach of its provisions; still they are comparatively, 
Subjected to very little inconvenience, for in most 
instances they do not belong to the poorer classes, on 
whom taxation usually falls with the most peculiar 
severity. 

To impose taxes on any class of our fellow citi- 
zens is not very agreeable, nor a very popular 
task; but when, as in this case, the honor and fide- 
lity of Pennsyivania must be sacrificed, or a tax of 
this kind be endured, there are few, very few men 
in the commonwealth, worthy to be ranked among 
her free, intelligent and upright citizens, who will 
shrink from tneir share of the burthen. When, too, 
itis known that those who recommended, and who 
sanctioned the bill imposing the tax, are no more 
responsible for the necessity that compelled a resort 
to it, than any of those who are to pay it, the folly 
and iujustice of those who would condemn, are ren- 
dered still more conspicuous. I found the debt 
upon which this interest was to be paid, in exist- 
ence when I assumed the functions of the executive 
and found nothing to pay it with. The treasury was 
exhausted, and no means left to meet this responsi- 
bility but further loans, a sale of the improvements, 
or taxation. The firsttwo were impracticable, and 
I was driven by stern necessity to the adoption of 
the latter alternative. I saw but one path before 
me open to pursuit, and that was the path of duty. 

recommended taxation; that recommendation was 


adopted by the legislature, and itis a source of 


proud gratification to me, when I consider that the 
prope of Pennsylvania, almost to a man, so far as 
1 have been informed, with a firmness and patriot- 
ism worthy of themselves, have yielded to this ne- 
cessity without murmur or repining., ¥ feel fully 


-_ 





| convinced that at the expiration of the five years at 


farthest, with a reasonable degree of prudence, and 
with strict economy in the management of our af- 
fairs, the income of our improvements will render 
a renewal of this law wholly unnecessary. 

If any difference of opinion exists as to the neces- 
sity of this tax, let these questions be answered by 
those objecting. Does not Pennsylvania owe this 
debt? Is she not morally and legally bound to pay 
it and its interest, as it falls due? Can they point 
out any other mode by which this can be done? 

You, however, have come directly from the peo- 
ple, and are supposed best to know their opinions 
on this as well aa all other subjects; and if you differ 
in opinion with me on this important subject, and 
think the tax ought not to have been laid, it is your 
duty to repeal the law instantly. No part of the 
tax has yet been collected. Seeing no other mode 
of extricating the commonwealth from the difficul- 
ties in which I found it, my views and opinions Te- 
main unchanged. Yet if the immediate represen- 
tatives of the people think proper to repeal the law, 
and can substitute any other mode less objectionable 
which will promptly meet the exigency, be it so; the 
responsibility rests with them. 

Faith of the state. I can never consent, by word 
or deed, to countenance the idea that the faith of 
the state can be violated by failure to meet her en- 
gagements. If there be any in our country who 
would be willing, if they were able, to abrogate the 
contracts of the commonwealth, and be faithiess to 
her creditors, let their doctrine be distinctly avowed 
and the issues fairly made up before the people, the 
intelligence and integrity of our citizens would 
speedily convince the world that they feel the neces- 
sity ina republican government of maintaining un- 
sullied, public faith and national honor. 


Deficiency in the funds for payment of the interest. 
The deficiency in the funds set apart for the pay- 
ment of the interest on the public debt falling due 
on the Ist of February next, must be promptly pro- 
vided for. By the act of the eleventh of June last, 
the governor is authorised to procure it on loan, and 
for that purpose proposals have been invited; whe- 
ther the money can be procured I know not, and in 
case it cannot, 1 see no other mode left to avoid the 
dishonor of the state credit, but the sale of a suffi- 
cient amount of the stock owned by the state, in one 
or the other, or ail of the banks in which she is in- 
terested. The state owus the following amount of 
stock in each of the banks named, viz: the Bank of 
Pennsylvania 3,759 shares, Philadelphia bank 5,233 
shares, Farmers’ and Mechanics’ bank 1,708 shares. 
The stock would most probably command a ready 
sale, and I do most sincerely hope that not a day will 
be lost before this possible blot on the faith and honor 
of the state is effectually guarded against by the 
prompt action of the legisiature. 


Internal improvements. In my last annual message, 
tae question was distinctly presented to the legisla- 
ture whether the works then in progress should be 
prosecuted to immediate completion or not, and the 
question was by then determined in the affirmative, 
and the sum of $600,000 appropriated to each of 
what has usually been denominated the main lines; 
and the works being so far progressed in as to war- 
rant the expectation of their being completed in ano- 
ther year, all will now concur in the opinion, I pre- 
sume, that provision, should be immediately made 
for the completion of the unfinished works as soon 
as possible. 

A judicious and immediate appropriation, prompt- 
ly made in anticipation of the usual appropriation 
bill, specifically for the works under contracts—for 
the completion of the reservoirs at each end of the 
Portage rail road—-and for ordinary repairs, is impe- 
riously called for, and will enable the contractors to 
complete the whole, and have them ready for use 


by the opening of the navigation in the spring of| 


1842. The vast importance of the immediate com- 
pletion of the main lines, as well to the citizens 
immediately interested in thein, as to the fiscal in- 
terests of the commonwealth, cannot be too strongly 
pressed upon your attention. They will complete 
a communication between the great lakes and our 
commercial metrop!is. They will also, by a proper 
arrangement with the authorities of New York, con- 
nect our improvements with those of that great 
commonwealth, thus aifording an opportunity of ex- 
changing the products of the two states, and strength- 
ening the bonds of our national union. They will 
also add largely to the revenue of the works now in 
use, 


Whatever differences of opinion may have existed 
ag to the policy of commencing the Erie extension 
and North Branch canals, there ought to be none 
now as to their speedy completion. They are near- 
ly finished, a comparatively small sums is neces- 
sary to complete them, and the policy of a con- 





‘tinued and protracted delay in completing works 


which the state is pledged to accomplish, until the 
first work done upon thein has become useless from 


decay, has proved disastrous and ruinous on many 
occasions. 


The course heretofore usual, of neglecting to ap- 
prceriete a sufficient sum for repairs, and that ear! 
in the session, has been seriously detrimental to the 
interests ofthe commonwealth. At the last session, 
the commissioners stated that the lowest estimate 
for repairs required $700,000, and the legislature 
appropriated $500,000, a great portion of which 
was absorbed by debts then due. The result has 
shown that the commissioners were right. The 
fund has long since been exhausted. The necessa- 
ry repairs have not been completed. Those who 
have been engaged at them are unpaid, and the su- 
pervisors are without funds to lay in the necessary 
materials for repairs. The repairs on the lines of 
canals in use should ordinarily be made in winter, 
when they would not interrupt the use of the canals; 
and it has usually happened that before the arrival 
of winter the officers have no means at their com- 
mand, no appropriation bill is passed until late in the 
session. ‘he whole system of repairs, in conse- 
quence of the uncertainty of the time of paying the 
workmen, and those who furnish materials, costs the 
commonwealth much more than it would do, were 
the means of payment ample, certain and prompily 
applied. 

Beaver division of the Pennsylvania canal. The 
Beaver division of the Pennsylvania canal is already 
connected with the public improvements of Ohio by 
the Pennsylvania and Ohio canal, a work which has 
been completed by individual enterprise, aided by 
public appropriations from both states, and bids fair 
to be a valuable tributary to our public improve- 
ments,anda profitable investment for the stock- 
holders. It has been accomplished at a less cost than 
any other work of the kind which I have visited, and 
is a monument of the wisdom of its projectors, and 
of the skill, prudence and economy of those charged 
with its construction. 





Law authorising the canal commissioners to treat 
with New York. I respectfully recommend to tie 
legislature, the enactment of the law authorising 
the canal commissioners to treat with the authori. 
ties of the state of New York for such a connexion 
of our internal improvements with theirs, as will 
best promote the interest of the two commonwealths. 
The law should limit the terms and conditions, and 
define the power and authorities of the commission- 
ers in such manner as on due consideration shall be 
deemed proper. 


Selling or leasing walter power. The interest of 
the cominonwealth would also be advanced by en- 
trusting the same board with the power of selling 
or leasing water power, created by our internal im- 
provements. There are at many points, and in very 
advantageous situations, surplus quantities of water 
which could be profitably applied to various branches 
of manufacture without injary to the due supply of 
ourcanals. The tolls on our public improvements 
would be increased thereby, and a considerable sum 
realized from such sale or lease. 


Guaranty for the payment of interest on stocle of 
the Bald Eagle and Spring Creek navigation. Ly 
an act of the 7th April, 1335, a guaranty was inade, 
on the part of the state, for the payment of an interest 
of 5 per cent. for twenty-five years on $200,000 of 
the capital stock of the Bald Eagle and Spring Creck 
navigation company; and, by a subsequent act, the 
state has since subseribed $25,000 to the stock of 
the company. The whole of the work is completed 
and in active operation, except the last six miles, 
on which about one-third of the excavation and ein- 





barkment is made, two locks completed, and ano- 
ther nearly completed. A comparatively trifling 
sum would finish this work, but the funds of the 
coinpany are exhausted, and the commonwealth is 
annnally called upon for the amount of her guaranty, 
and her subscription is wholly unproductive. It is 
a very valuable tributary to the state canal, termi- 
nating in one of the richest mineral regions in this 
or perhaps any other country. Every article corm- 
ing out of it pays a toll on our state canal for 150 
iniles to Colu:;nbia. [therefore submit to the better 
judgment of the legislature whether sound econo- 
iny does not dictate the further subscription of a 
suin sufficient to finish it, believing that its pro- 
ductiveness will tien be amply sufficient to relieve 
the commonwealth from any further payment of her 
guaranty. 


Improvements by means of private companies. 
There are at present many public improvements in 
a course of construction in our state by means of 
private companies, tnostof which I cannot but think 
are calculated to benefit Pennsylvania ina very high 
degree. Among the latter I may particularize the 





| Williamsport and Elmiva rail road as tending with 
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certainty to produce this result. This road will 
connect the Grand Erie canal of New York, by the 
Seneca Lake, with the West Branch canal at Wil- 
liamsport; und also intersect, at Eimira, the great 
southern rail road, now being constructed from the 
Hudson river to Lake Brie, at Durkirk. The ad- 
vantage likely to result to ourselves from the con- 
struction of this road will be, that the great amount 
of tonnage and travel which now annually finds 
its way from the lakes, through the state of New 
York to the Atlantic, will thus be brought directly 
through our own public improvements to Philadel- 

hia, the distance from Elmira to the latter city, by 
Fis route, being 71 miles shorter than from Elmira 
to the city of New York by any contemplated im- 
provement in that state. Other improvements of a 
sisnilar character,'and perhaps of equal importance, 
might be noticed. 

Publication of all laws of a public nature. Every 
man is presumed to be present in the legislature by 
his representative, and to know what public laws 
are efiacted, and is therefore held to be bound by 
them from the time of their enactment. This no- 
tice, however, is but a constructive one. 1 would 
respectfully suggest, whether some provision for 
the iminediate publication of all laws of a public 
uature is not necessary, to give to the people actual 
notice of provisions by which they may be seriously 
affected. 

Public schools, The report of the superintendent 
of public schools, which will shortly be laid before 
you, will show the progress, which the cause of edu- 
cation is making in public opinion, and the state and 
condition of the colleges, academies aid schools, 
throughout the commonwealth. 

Geological survey. Though the active operations 
of the geological survey are not yet entirely com- 
pleted, a much greater extent of country has been 
minutely explored during the past season, than in 
any former one. The state geologist, and his corps, 
were laboriously occupied in the field, their re- 


searches extending into various districts, both east | 


and west of the Alleghany mountains. The in- 
sight acquired during the progress of the survey, 
into the more minnte features of our geology, and 
the true position of our various mineral deposites, 
has served greatly to increase the accuracy and value 
of the large body of facts now collected. Through- 
out several extensive sections of the state, where 
hitherto, no accurate clue had been discovered by 
which particular beds of those useful substances 
iron ore, coal, marble and limestone could be traced, 
much of the obscurity has been removed. Several 
districts, however, of greater or less extent, yet re- 
main to be explored. Though some of these have 
been already faithfully examined, one year more 


will be necessary for unravelling the intricacies of 


their structure and enabling the geologist to arrive 
at a satisfactory knowledge of their resources. For 
this purpose an appropriation will become necessa- 
ry. The amount, however, will be less than the 
sum hitherto annually expended. ‘The topographi- 
cal maps now ia a course of construction, are essen- 
tial as a basis for the geological map called for by the 
law. In the ehemnieal department of the survey, an 
extensive series of ores, coals, cement, fluxes, &c. 
have been annalysed, resulting in a species of know- 
ledge now becoming every day more important to 
the growing manufacturing, and mining iaterests of 
Pennsylvania. 

Pecuniary emburrassments in the business commu- 
nity. It is an undoubted fact, thatthe few last years 
have been a period of pecuniary embarrassment in 
the business community. It has been consoling, 
however, to reflect that during a portion of that time, 
our husband:inen have been reaping a fall reward for 
their labor in abundant crops, for which, until re- 
cently, they have found ready markets, at fair prices. 
They had not generally been affected with that 
mad spirit of speculation, which at one time seem- 
ed to have seized so large a part of other portions 
of our citizens, and induced them to engage in al- 
most every visionary scheme in their “haste to get 
rich.” 

The causes of this embarrassment have been va- 
riously explained, a3 suited the views of those whio 
undertook the task. My own views upon this sub- 
ject have been fully and freely expressed in my 
communications to the preceding legislature. No 
one, however, can doubt, that when our country Is 
importing large amounts of the luxuries and super- 
fluities ot life from foreign countries, and not ex- 
porting a sufficiency of our own products to pay for 
them, there must be a constant drain of the precious 
metals, and hence a scarcity of money to supply the 
wants of our community at home. A retrench- 
ment amoung our citizens, of whom plain republican 
simplicity has ever been a distinguis!:ing character- 
istic, in the purchase and use of articles of mere 
luxury, would greatly tend to lessen this cause of 
pecuniary embarrassineut. 


» * 





The consequences of our embarrassment in our 
mercantile and manufacturing operations, are now 
beginning to be felt, also, by our farmers, in the 
more recent reduction of the prices of their pro- 
ducts, although the fact communicated by the secre- 
tary of the treasury in his late report is cheering, 
that during the last year the exports from this coun- 
try have exceeded the imports by nearly twenty- 
seven millions of dollars. This is certainly encou- 
raging, especially when we reflect, that in prior 

ears the reverse was the fact; and that without go- 
ing back further, in the year 1836, the excess ofim- 
ports exceeded the exports upwards of sixty-one 
millions of dollars; in 1837, twenty-three and a half 
millions of dollars; in 1838, five millions of dollars; 
and in 1839, forty-one millions of dollars; and that in 
1837, the import of the single article of silk, a mere 
luxury, which our own country is as capable of pro- 
ducing as any other, amounted to twenty-three mil- 
lions of dollars, while our export of flour, during 
the same year, was but about seven millions of dol- 
lars. It isto be hoped, and the increased confidence 
growing out of the resumption of specie payments 
about to take place, warrants the conclusion, that 
business will resume its accustomed channels, and 
taking lessons of prudence from the past, our citi- 
zens Will not again be tempted into those wild ex- 
cesses which have well nigh led on to bankruptcy 
and ruin, and the prostration of public and private 
credit and confidence. 

Our commonwealth’s resources, iron, coal, &c. Our 
commonwealth possesses a fertile soil, and unbound- 
ed agricultural and mincral wealth. We have with- 
in ourselves almost all the necessaries, and many of 
the luxuries of life. With the increase of intelli- 
gence and means, we find our farmers augmenting 
the products of their soil, improving their stocks of 
domestic animals, and adding tothe neatness of their 
household establishments. No one can pass through 
our commonwealth, without being struck with the 
air of substantial comfort, and increasing prosperi- 
ty, which pervades the agricultural districts of the 
state. 

The variety and extent of onr water power, give 
great facilities to the manufacture of our grain into 
bread stuff, and for every other branch of manufac- 
ture, either needed for the supply of our citizens, or 
for the employment of their capital. 

Had Pennsylvania already reached the full deve- 
lopment of her resources, with her present pecuri- 
ary responsibilities weighing her down, we might 
well contemplate our situation with trembling solici- 
tude. But this is not the case. Throughout the 
whole extent of her ample territory, there is scarce- 
ly a square mile which does not abound in some or all 
of the great staples of her mineral wealth. Anthracite 
and bituminous coal, iron, marble and limestone, 
have been scattered by nature with a most profuse 
hand, and have been hitherto worked barely enough 
to prove with what prodigality they have been la- 
vished upon us. The coal field of our commonwealth 
embraces more than one-fifth of its area, and more 
than three times as much as belongs to entire Eu- 
rope. 

Connected with the coal, which abounds in so 
large a portion of the commonwealth, we have large 
supplies of iron ore, almost in immediate contact 
with it. In addition thereto we have, within conve- 
nient distances, almost all the other varieties of iron 
ore found in any part of the world. The adapta- 
tion of anthracite coal to the smelting of iron ore 
has been followed by its successful and profitable 
application in the further stages of the manufacture 
of the metal; and that the same results will speedily 
follow from the application of bituminous coal may 
be looked for with almost absolute certainty. 

While the iron manufactured with charcoal, will 
always be wanted for the finer purposes, and the de- 
mand for it increased by the natural increase of the 
population of the country, that manufactured from 
inineral coal, will be employed in the construction 
of rail roads, and for innumerable other purposes. 

This discovery must stand as a distinguished era 
in the annals of our commonwealth. It cannot fail 
to add millions of dollars to her active and available 
capital; and will ere long transfer to our own citi- 
zens, most if notall of the large sums that are now 
annually sent abroad for rail road iron, and other 
iron manufactured articles. The manufacture of 
these numerous and valuable commodities will not 
only result: in enriching Pennsylvania, but will cut 
off a large item in the imports of this country, tend 
to emancipate us from European dependence, ena- 
ble our sister states to complete their rail roads at a 
cheaper and better rate, and strengthen the national 
union, by the strongest of all ties, that of inutual in- 
terest. 

Nor is there in Pennsylvania a single class of ci- 
tizens who will not share directly in the advantages. 
The owners of coal and iron deposites, and those 
who engage inthe manufacture and sale of these 


| productions, will derive the first benefit; but the »,. 

mer, the mechanic, the merchant, and every other 
citizen, will feel immediately the salutary impulse 
which will be communicated to his own Peculia, 
business. The value of our canals and rail roads 
must be greatly enhanced, as well as that of al] Other 
species of property. With the cheap and reag, 
means which they will afford for the transportatio; 
of our various products and manufactures, there eq, 
be no doubt that the trade and business of the stat, 
must extend and!increase with unexampled rapidit, 
and by prudence and good management be perpe. 
tuated. 

In this gradual and certain development of our ro, 
sources, may be found abundant means to liquidat, 
our public debt, and to discharge every other liabjjj. 
ty that can justly be cast upon the state. I confa, 
it affords me peculiar gratification to advert to th; 
topic, for it shows most satisfactorily that though 
this commonwealth has been somewhat in advance 
of the time in extending her improvement system go 
widely as she has done, the people, notwithstanding, 
are destined at no remote period to realize, mos 
amply, all the benefits it was ever expected to pro. 
duce. The increase of our manufactures will 1. 
cessarily tend to afford additional sources of ey. 
ployment for the laborer, and furnish increased ge. 
curity against all improper combinations for the re. 
duction of wages. 

Ifany just cause of apprehension has existed, 
from the attempts in large manufacturing establis).. 
ments to keep their operatives in subserviency jn 
matters of opinion and the exercise of politic! 
rights, let the evil be corrected under adequate pe- 
nalties. Let the rearing up of children in factories 
without education be prohibited, and the light of 
learning and science being diffused, as well among 
the operatives as their richer employers, the danger 
of this influence will be counteracted by shaking of 
the shackles of ignorance and undue dependence 
either upon the information or the will of others — 
Then instead of having a class of human beings in a 
state of vassalage, we would rear up freemen capa- 
ble of thought and reflection, and of putting a pro- 

er estimate on that spirit of independence which 
influenced our forefathers in achieving our freedom, 
and which ought ever to pervade the bosom of their 
descendants to the latest generation. | 

Performing as Pennsylvania has always done in 
an exemplary manner, her duties as a member of the 
great federal union, of which she has, not inaptly, 
been denominated the “key stone,’ we must never 
forget the duties which we, as her immediate func- 
tionaries, owe to her own interest, and the necessity 
ofadvancing and sustaining them, as far as can be 
done without interfering with her duties to the ge- 
neral government. pate! 

On the part of the legislature, nothing is wante! 
but a careful supervision of her various interests, 10 
place this commonwealth on a firm basis of pecull- 
ary independence. Whatever course other states 
may think proper to pursue, let it be the patriotic 
duty of Pennsylvania to sustain and cherish every 
effort to develop her resources, and to advance her 
glory and renown. Vindicate her character for it- 
tegrity—fulfil all her engagements faithfully—hus- 
band her resources with economy, but not witha 
false and mistaken spirit of parsimonious illiberall- 
ty—and the fair fame of Pennsylvania will stand be- 
fore the world without spot or blemish to tarnish 1. 
To maintain this fame unsullied, should be the fist 
and most unyielding duty of every citizen honor: 
with any station, in which he becomes its offici: 
guardian. I sbould deem myself unworthy of the 
office, with which the people have clothed me, if! 
proved recreant to this high trust. Seats 

By a judicious system of laws, corresponding with 
the habits and wants of our people, fostering 4" 
encouraging enterprise and industry, and enabling 
our citizens to reap the full reward of their labor 3” 
perseverance, we shall fulfil the expectations of ol! 
constiituents, and be the means under Divine Prov! 
dence, of perpetuating the blessings which have 
been so signally showered upon us, by the Author 
of all Good. ' 

Too much legislation. The experience of many 
years fortifies me in the belief, that our ee: 
ror in legislation, is that of legislating too muc?: 

. f : ggl0l 
Our legislatures have been holding one extra se 
after another, and that, too, in times of profoun® 
peace, and when the calls of patriotism are impée! 
ously made on every public funetionary to rage . 
as far as in him lies, the pecuniary burthen un + 
which the state has been laboring. The consequen’” 
has been, an unparalleled increase in the legistatl™ 
expenses over all other departments of the re. 
ment. I can recommend no more certain and é of 
tual retrenchment in this matter, than short oe 
sions; still let the conduct of every departme” be 
the government be thorougly scrutinized, and le 





important interest of the people be neglected. 
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The baneful practice of converting the halls of le- 
‘station into an arena for the display of political 
Pjadiators, which has too long characterised the halls 
of our national legislature, is a lamentable departure 
from the course pursued by the band of patriots who 
composed “the first con ress,”’ and whose example, 
I hope, for the honor of our common country, has 
not yet been wholly forgotten by their successors.— 
The pernicious tendency of this practice of the na- 
tional legislature, will not, I trust, be extended to 
the legislatures of their ‘g pase states; and I am 
sure, f need scarcely add, I have no apprehensions 
of its reaching the legislature of this commonwealth. 
No public functionary who would yield to its influ- 
ence need expect to retain the confidence and re- 
spect of the people of Pennsylvania. 

In conclusion, I shall beg leave to refer you to the 
views on several subjects contained in my last an- 
nual message. That message being the first which 
I had the honor to communicate at the commence- 
ment of a session of the legislature, | went more 
jnto detail on the various topics discussed in it, than 
I supposed would be again necessary, with a view to 
an expression of opinion on them, as well for that 
occasion, as for future reference. I therefore refer 
you to it for my recommendations on the subject of 
reform of the banking system, &c.—the importance 
of connecting and completing at the earliest day 

racticable, the disconnected part of our disjointed 
and unfinished system of internal improvements— 
the making of prompt and ample provision for keep- 
ing the public improvements in repair—the necess1- 
ty of preserving unimpaired, the credit of the com- 
monwealth, and promptly meeting all her pecuniary 
engagements—the necessary care and caution to be 
exercised in creating, renewing and supervising cor- 
poratious—the subject of education, and as connect- 
ed with it, that of procuring competent teachers and 
school books—the subject of the increase of writs of 
error and appeals in the supreme court, and report- 
ing the decisions of that court—the militia system, 
the encouragement of volunteers and the recuction 
of militia training to one day in the year—the eva- 
sion of the laws relative to cojlateral inheritance 
» tax—and the revision of the laws relative to the se- 
lecting and drawing of jurors. 

Jt will afford me great pleasure to co-operate with 
the legislature, in these, and all other measures cal- 
culated to promote the common good of our beloved 
commonwealth. DAVID R. PORTER. 

Executive chamber, Junuary 6, 1841. 





TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS —2d SESSION. 
SENATE, 

January 19. Mr. Bayard, senator elect from 
Delaware, was qualified, and took his seat. 

The vice president laid before the senate a com- 
munication from the secretary of the treasury, made 
in compliance with a resolution of the 16th instant, 
calling for the plan of the secretary in relation to 
the permanent change of the tariff. 

Mr. Robertson presented a resolution of the legis- 
lature of Illinois, remonstrating against the repeal 
of the sub-treasury, and against the establishment 
of a national bank. 

Mr. Lumpkin presented several resolutions of the 
legislature of Georgia; one in relation to the claim 
of Daniel Hills for services rendered as issuing 
commissary; another in relation to depredations on 
property by the Creek Indians; also, others in rela- 
tion to the establishment of several mail routes. 

The following memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and appropriately referred: 

_ By Mr. Merrick, from citizens of Baltimore, ask- 
ing the erection of a fortress on Soller’s point flats. 

By Mr. Huntingdon, asking confirmation of claims 
to land on the south side of Lake of Superior. 

_ By Mr. Porter, from citizens of Michigan, ask- 
ing the passage of a bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Ruggles, from ship owners and masters 
of the city of New York, asking that a light boat be 
placed at Execution Rocks. 

Mr. Pierce, on leave introduced a bill relating to 
ew judicial courts of the district of New Hamp- 
shire, 

Mr. White, on leave, introduced a bill to provide 
for claims to bounty lands for military services dur- 
ing the late war. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, the engrossed bill to 
Pay the claims of New Hampshire for the services 
of her militia, (which was laid on the table a few 

ays since), was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Tappan moved to take up the bill from the 
House making temporary provision for the lunatics 
In the District of Columbia. The bill, as amended, 
restricts the expense to 3,000. The amendment 
was ordered to be engrossed. 


Mr. Sturgeon moved to take up, as the unfinish- 
ed business of yesterday, the bill making an ere: 
Priation for the patent office. The motion pen 


ing 


being Mr. Calhoun’s, to strike out the $1,000 ap- 
propriated for agricultural statistics. On this mo- 
tion the yeas and nays were ordered, when there, 
appeared; yeas 14, nays 23. The bill was then 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
The following bills were severally considered in 
> a of the whole, and ordered to be engross- 
ed: 

A bill authorising the president of the United 
States to cause surveys of the lakes and lake coast 
to be made. 

A bill regulating commercial intercourse with the 
port of Cayenne, in the colony of French Guiana, 
and to remit certain duties. 

A bill authorising the secretary of the treasury 
to refund the duties collected on the French ship 
Alexandre. 

Mr, Clay said it would be recollected that two 
resolutions were submitted by hima day or two 250, 
calling on the secretary of the treasury for his plan 
of a permanent tariff, and for a mode of assessing 
the value of goods in our own ports, instead of those 
of foreign countries. The document which had 
been read in the senate this morning was in answer 
to the first part of the resolution. ‘There could be 
no doubt that it was an important matter, and if the 
senate thought there were additional copies needed, 
he would invve for an extra number, say 1,000. 
He had not seen the report himself, buta friend had 
informed him that it recommended an adherence to 
the compromise act, acknowledged the deficit in the 
revenue, and recommended that it be supplied by 
the imposition of duties onfree articles. Mr. King 
thought the usual number would be sufficient; and 
the usual number was accordingly ordered. 

The senate then proceeded to the discussion of 
the bill for the establishment of a permanent pros- 
pective pre-emption system, when Mr. White rose 
and addressed the senate until a late hour. 

The question was taken on Mr. Calhoun’s mo- 
tion to cede the public lands, &c. by yeas and nays, 
and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, Lump- 
kin, Mouton, Nicholson, Norvell, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith, of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Young—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay, of Ken- 
tucky, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Hubbard, Hunting- 
ton, Kerr, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, Phelps, Pierce, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Ruggles, Smith, of indiana, 
Tallmadge, White, Wright—22. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Criitenden to recommit the bill, with such in- 
structions as would embody the two principles, pre. 
emption and distribution; when there appeared for 
the motion as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, 
Knight, Mangum, Merrick, Phelps, Prentiss, Ruggles, 
Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, White—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, 
King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholson, Norvell, 
Pierce, Porter, Preston, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of 
Connecticut, ‘Tappan, Walker, Wright, Young—24. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Prenitss, giving to every head of a family 
over 21 years of age, (on lands where the Indian 
title is extinguished), who should be in possession 
at the time of passing this act and the four months 
next preceding, pre-emption in the purchase of one 
quarter section at the minimut price. 

On this amendment the yeas and nays being also 
taken, they resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Hunting- 
ton, Kerr, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, Phelps, Prentiss, 
Preston, Ruggles, Southard—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, King, 
Linn. Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholson, Norvell, Pierce, 
Porter, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Con. Smith. of In. 
Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, White, Wright, Young 
—25. 

Mr. Huntington said there were other amend- 
ments yet to be offered, and though he was notdis- 
posed to trespass on the time of the senate, yet, if 
they insisted on taking the question, he was pre- 
pared to go on. 

Mr. Merrick moved that the senate adjourn. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, hoped not, and wished the 
question on engrossment taken. 

The question being put on Mr. Merrick’s motion, 
there appeared for it 21, against it 19. 

So the senate adjourned. 


January 20. The vice president laid before the 
senate a communication from the state department, 
sent in compliance with a resolution of the 20tb 
July last. 

Also, from the war department, transmitting, in 
compliance with a law, a statement of all the con- 
tracts made by that department during the year 





} 1840. . ¥ 


Also, a communication from the secretary of the 
treasury, in answer to the resolution introduced 
some time since by Mr. Smith, of Indiana, relative 
to the canal lands covered by Indian reservations 
on the Wabash and Erie canal, which, on motion 
of Mr. Smiih, was referred to the committee on 
roads and canals. Mr.§S. said he would not ask 
the printing now, as the communication wouid ne- 
cessarily be printed with the report of the commit- 
tee. ' 

The following memorials and petitions were pre- 

sented, and appropriately referred: 
By Mr. Wright, from a number of citizens, mer- 
chants and others, of New York, remonstrating 
against the passage of any bankrupt law during the 
present session. Laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed, with the names attached. 

By Mr. Benton, from citizens of New York, 
merchants, traders and others, asking that no bank- 
rupt law may be passed without including banks 
and corporations. Laid on the table and ordered 
to be printed, with the names attached. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, from the committee on 
the judiciary, reported a bill, without amendment, 
relating to the judicial courts of New Hampshire. 

Mr. S. moved to take up the billas in committee 
of the whole, and have it engrossed. The bill was 
then considered in committee of the whole, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill froin the house making temporary pro- 
vision for the lunatics inthe District of Columbia, 
was taken up on its passage, when it was opposed 
by Messrs. Wright, Smith, of Connecticut, Hender- 
sonand Calhoun, and advocated by Messrs. Tappan, 
Merrick, King, Lumpkin and Walker, after which 
the question was taken on its passage, by yeas and 
nays and determined in the affirmative, yeas 41, 
nays 7. 

The following bilis were severally read a third 
time and passed: 

The bill regulating commercial intercourse be- 
tween the port of Cayenne, in French Guiana, and 
for the remission of certain duties. 

The bill to authorise the secretary of the treasury 
to refund the duties collected on the French ship 
Alexandre, 

The bill authorising the president of the United 
States to cause surveys of the lakes and lake coasts 
to be made. 

The bill making certain appropriations for the 
patent office. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the bill to authorise 
the secretary of the treasury to compound with the 
sureties of Samuel Swartwout, late collecter at New 
York, was considered in committee of the whole 
and ordered to be engrossed. F 

On motion of Mr. Walker, the bill to relinquish 
the 2 per cent. fund to the state of Mississippi, ac- 
cruing by the act of admission of said state into the 
union, was taken up in committee of the whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

The senate then proceeded to the discussion of 
the special order, the prospective pre-emption bill, 
when various amendments were offered, and some. 
adopted. A debate ensued which occupied the 
senate until 6 P. M. in which Messrs. Huntington 
Clay, of Ky. Mangum, Clay, of Ala. Porter, ‘Rn. 
chanan, Linn and others participated, when the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed by the following 
vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bucha- 
nan,Clay, of Ala. Fulton, Henderson, Hubbard, King 
Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholson, Nicholas, Nor. 
vell, Pierce, Porter, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Con. 
Smith, of In. Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker 
Wall, White, Williams, Wright, Youne—30 , 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Ken. Clayton 
Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Knivht. 
Mangum, Merrick, Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Roane. 
Ruggles, Southard—17. | : 

And then the senate adjourned, 

January 21. Mr. Webster presented the creden- 
tials of the hon. Isaac C. Bates, senator elect from 
Massachusetts, inthe place of Mr. Davis, resigned; 
which being read, Mr. Bates was duly qualified and 
took his seat. 

Memorials and petitions were presented by 
Messrs, Porler, Pierce, Sturgeon, Mangum and Tull- 
madge. 


Mr. Merrick, from the committee for the District 
of Columbia, reported a bill to charter the Bank of 
Alexandria, in the city of Alexandria; which was, 


on motion of Mr. M. taken up and ordered to be 
engrossed. 


Mr. King, from the committee on commeree, re- 
ported a bill from the house, authorising the euroll- 
ment of the schooner L’Amistad, without amend- 
ment. 

Also, from the same committee, a bill to abolish 
the port of delivery at Currituck inlet and ihe office 





of surveyor of the customs, 
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‘Mr. K. said that it was important this bill should 
be acted on at once; the committee had ascertained 
that there was no business to justify the continu- 
ance of the office; and inasmuch as nominations 
were then pending for the place in question, he 
would move that the bill be taken up, which mo. 
tion was acquiesced in, and the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed. 

The special order was then taken up, being the 
prospective pre-emption bill, on its third reading, 
when Mr. Crittenden moved to postpone its further 
discussion until Monday next, amd gave his reasons 
at length. 

After some remarks from Messrs. Clay and Ben- 
ion, the question was taken on the postponement, 
and decided in the negative—yeas 19, nays 23. 

Mr. Crittenden then renewed his motion to re- 
commit the bill with instructions to so amend as to 
embody the two principles of pre-emption and dis- 
tribution. 

On this motion a long and animated debate ensu- 
ed which occupied the senate until sun-down— 
Messis. Crittenden, Wright, Webster, Benton and 
others, participating. 

On motion of Mr. Lumpkin, the senate adjourned. 

January 22. The vice president laid before the 
senate a communication from the war departinent, 
sent in compliance with a resolution calling for the 
number and kind of troops stationed on the western 
frontier. 

Also, from the same, showing the number of 
clerks, the time employed, and the compensation 
paid to each. 

Also, trom the same, showing the expenditures 
for the year 1840. 

Also, from the navy department, showing the 
contracts entered into by that department for the 
year 1840, sae 

Mr. Henderson presented a petition for a bank- 
rupt law. : 

A bill to provide for taking evidence in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and in the territories of the Unit- 
ed States, in certain cases, was considered in com- 
mittee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed, 

A number of relief and local bills were also con- 
sidered in committee, and engrossed. 

The senate then proceeded to the discussion of 
the special order, being the bill for the permanent 
and prospective pre-emption syste; when Mr. 
Buchanan cose, and spoke in reply to Mr. Crittenden 
of yesterday. 

Mr. Crittenden followed in reply. 

Mr. Calhoun occupied the senate for a moment, 
but gave way for a motion to adjourn. 

And the senate then adjourned. 

January 23. The following memorials and peti. 
tions were presented and appropriately referred: 

By Mr. Webster, two memorials from citizens of 
the west and south west, asking the passage of a 
uniform bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Dizon, from owners, masters and others 
engayed in steam navigation, asking a modification 

o's > . - : 
of the law of 1838 in relation to steamboats. 

By Mr. White, a joint resolution from the legisla- 
ture of Indiana, asking that the eligibility of the 
executive be limited to one term. 

By Mr. Wright, from underwriters and others, 
against the repeal of the pilot law of 1837. 

“Also, from a large number of citizens of New 
York, asking the passage ofa bankrupt law. 

Also, two memorials which in their general fea- 
tures pray that no bankrupt law may be passed 
without banks and incorporated trading companies 
be included. 

By Mr. Porter, for a bankrupt law. 

Mr. Walker said he had received from the war 
department the report of Dr. King, the agent of the 
United States for the lead mines. This was a re- 

ort of great research and uncommon ability. It 
related to the manner of disposing of our mineral 
lands, and te the development of the resources of 
the mineral region. This subject had heretofore 
been referred by the senate to the cominittee on the 
public lands, and he had reported a biil for the sale 
of these lands, which had received the sanction of 
the senate. ‘The subject was one of the greatest 
interest. The mineral region of Missouri and of 
the northwest was already ascerfained to exceed 
the entire area of the great state of Pennsylvania; 
and by the more recent explorations of those most 
talented geologists, Dr. Owen and col. Niccolet, 
(in addition to those of Dr. King), this mineral re- 
sion was believed to exceed the superficies of the 
{wo largest states of the union. It was the most 
fertile in soil, as well asthe richest and most exten- 
sive mineral region in the world. Among other 
valuable minerals in this great region were iron, 
lead, copper and zine. In lead, the quantity pro 
duced had augmented from 335,000 pounds in 1823 
te 38,000,000 pounds in 1839, worth, at New York, 
1,500,000. We hed thus risen, in less than a 


quarter of a century, from nothing to the third on 
the list of nations which produced lead; and at the 
same ratio of augmentation we should, in twenty 
years, stand at the head of the list, when, it was 
hoped, we might, as we now do, not only supply 
our own market, but that lead would become a large 
article for export. As to copper, the importance 
was still greater. Our imports of copper in 1839 
amounted to within a small fraction of $2,000,000. 
When we considered copper, not only as a coin for 
smali change, but its many valuable uses in manu- 
factures, the importance of the subject would be 
perceived. To specify no others, the amount of 
copper used in boilers on steam cars, and for steam- 
buats on the lakes, rivers and ocean, was very great, 
and increasing every day; and transportation by 
steam on the land, and navigation by steam on the 
water, to a great extent, depended on the use of this 
valuable mineral. As connected with steam vessels 
for the navy, the subject was one of the highest na- 
tional importance, connected intimately with the 
honor and defence of the country. The copper re- 
gion of the United States was richer and more ex- 
tensive than in any other part of the world. The 
tnining and smelting of this mineral in our country 
had but recently commenced, but under such cir- 
cumstances as to promise the most auspicious re- 
sults. ‘he development of our mineral resources 
in this whole great region depended chiefly on im- 
provements—first, in mining, second, in smelting, 
and third, in the manner of disposing of the mineral 
lands; and it was to this last subject that he desired 
to call the attention of the senate, and upon which 
much depended, and which he hoped would be fi- 
nally adjusted at the next session after full and ma- 
ture deliberation. Mr. W.said he would only at 
present move the printing of this valuable report, 
and of five hundred additional copies for the use of 
the senate. 

Mr. Linn expressed the pleasure he felt at the 
introduction of the document. It was certainly a 
soatter of vast importance to the country generally 
to have the mineral lands disposed of, and the soon- 
er it was effected the better. Solong as these lands 
remained the property of the government, little 
would be realized from them. He considered it the 
worst policy in the world for the government to 
hold on for the mere purpose of obtaining a trifling 
rent. If they were put up for sale, individual en- 
terprise and capital wonld go to work in developing 
the mighty resources of the west. The people of 
the eastern and middle sections of this country did 
not appear to have any adequate idea of the great 
magnitude of the mineral wealth of the west. Why 
(said Mr. L.) the mineral region of copper, lead, 
zinc, manganese, &c. extends from Lake Superior 
until it falls off into the lower altitudes of a portion 
of the states of Illinois, Missouri and the territories 
of Wiskonsin and Iowa, where the vast coal fields 
and salt formations commence from the banks of 
the Ohio to the foot of the spurs of the Rocky moun- 
tains, where you again ascend from this great basin 
into the Ozark chain of hills. It again commences 
on the borders of the Mississippi and Missouri, 
taking a southwestern direction, enabling you to 
trace the chain through the country of the Keo- 
ways, and a portion of the country occupied by the 
wandering Cumanches, where it unites with the 
mountains bordering on the Rio del Norte.— 
Throughout this vast extent are scattered mineral 
wealth, inexhaustible in quantity, whole mountains 
of iron ore, &c. At this time, England is the 
greatest lead country in the world, producing annu- 
ally 100,000,000 pounds, while the rest of Europe 
did not produce more than 50,000,000. In seven- 
'teen years the United States had raised from 
| 6,000,000 to 30,000,000. What, with such bound. 
| less resources, might not be anticipated in seven. 
|teen more? He left for those to answer who could 
form a proper estimate of the region of country. 

Mr. Walker said he would at the next session 
most cheerfully co-operate with his friend, the se- 
nator from Missouri, (Mr. Linn), in devisinga 
system for the sale of the mineral lands; and he 
fully coneurred with that senator in the opinion 
that these lands should be sold, and not leased, and 
that in the sale the development of the mineral 
region was vastly more important than the re- 
venue from the sales, for, as to leasing, the nett re- 
venue was little or nothing. Thelands must be in 
the hands, not of lessees, but of proprietors, in or- 








der to augment the amount of mineral. In the 
hands of lessees, we should have little more than 
those scrapings of the surface of the soil, called 
diggings, which bad so extensively prevailed in this 
region, the power of steam, and of the accompany- 
ing and improved machinery, never having been 
employed here (as Mr. W. believed) but in a sin- 
gle instance. 

Mr. Nicholas, from the committee on military 





affairs, reported a joint resolution authorising sets 





of the standard weights and measures to be j, 
nished to the war department. 

On motion of Mr. Norvell, 

Resolved, That the secretary of the navy commnn; 
cate to the senate a statement of the cost of builgi,,, 
in materials and labor respectively, of the ships of the 
line Columbus, Ohio, Deleware and North arolina. 
the frigates United States, Constitution, Potomae iad 
Brandywine; the sloops of war John Adams, Bos 
Lexington, Vincennes, Warren, Natchez, Falmout] 
Fairfield, Vandalia, St. Louis and Concord; the hele’ 
Porpoise, Dolphin, Pioneer and Consurt; the schoon. 
ers Grampus, Shark, Enterprise and Boxer; and 4h, 
steam ship Fulton; and the periods at which thos 


fur. 


ton, 


vessels were respectively built. Also, the numbey of 


times each of those vessels has been repaired, where 
so repaired, and the cost of repairing each, both jy 
materials and labor. Also, the first cost of the schooy, 
ers Pilot and Active, the cost of repairs of the samp 
and the sums for which the said schooners were gol,’ 
Also, the cost of the several navy and deck yards, jp, 
cluding the .sites, the cost of the buildings and oa 
tures at each, and the repairs of the same. ; 

The bills ordered to be engrossed on Friday wer. 
severally read a third time, and passed. 

The senate then proceeded to the discussion of 
the special order, being the bill for the permanen; 
prospective pre-emption system; when Mr, Cy. 
houn rose and addressed the senate. Mr. Webs, 
followed in reply; when Mr. Allen obtained the 
floor, but, after a few remarks, gave way for a mo. 
tion to adjourn. And the senate then adjourned, 

January 25. Mr. Preston presented a resolution 
from the legislature of South Carolina, remonstrat. 
ing against a national bank and a protective tariff 
and approving the views of hon. John C. Calhoun, 

After some conversation as to the reading of jt 
by Messrs. King and Preston—it was read—apj 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Clay, of Ky. presented resolutions of that state 
—one branch of which had passed them unanimous. 
ly, and the other with only four opposing votes—iy 
favor of the distribution of the public lands—which, 
on motion of Mr. C. were laid on the table and o;. 
dered to be printed. 

Petitions were presented as follows: 

By Mr. Clay, of Ky. from the chamber of cop. 
merce of Louisville, remonstrating against the pas- 
sage of any bankrupt law, not confined to prospec. 
tive operation. 

Mr. C, remarked that the memorial did not coin. 
cide with his views, as the main virtue of sucha 
law was in its retrospective operation. 

By Mr. Webdster, from merchants and marines 
and representatives of deceased merchants and ma- 
rines, praying for indemnity of French spoliations 
prior to 1800. 

By Mr. Clay, of Ala. from the legislature of 
Alabama, praying for the passage of a law to in- 
demnify for French spoliation, prior to 1800. 

By Mr. Merrick, from citizens of Baltimore, ask- 
ing the erection of a fortress at Soller’s point flats. 
Also, of citizens of Georgetown, that the petition in 
relation to retrocession of Maryland be removed 
from the files of the senate and referred to the com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. King called the attention of the chairman of 
the committee of the District of Columbia, (Mr. 
Merrick), toa memorial in relation to the charter 
of the banks of the District—a report on which be 
had long waited for. 

Mr. Merrick said a report had been partially 
made out—but had been deferred for a full meeting 
of the committee. 

By Mr. Wright, of citizens of New York—te 
monstrating against the passage of a bankrupt law 
the present session. 

Also, from manufacturers and citizens of New 
York, praying that banks and trading corporations 
be subjected to compulsory process of any laws 
that might be passed. 

Also, of mechanics, butchers and others, ask- 
ing to be included in the privileges of a bankrup! 
law. 

Also, from the Temperance society of New 
York, asking the spirit ration to be abolished from 
the navy. 


By Mr. Calhoun, froin the chamber of commer¢t 
of New York, remonstrating against the passage of 
a bankrupt law not including banks and tradilg 
corporations in its provisions. 

By Mr. Norvell, from citizens of Michigan, pry" 
ing for the passage of a bankrupt Jaw. ; 

By Mr. Tappan, from inhabitants of Ohio, the 
same petition. 

By Mr. King, from the legislature of Alabamé 
relative to the removal of a land office in that stale. 

Also, from the same legislature, asking rel! 
bursemnent for advances made to aid the Creek wa, 


By Mr. Benton, a document from the chief eng" 
neer on the subject of meeting a company of sappe” 
and miners. 
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By Mr. Henderson, from the chamber of com- 


_- 


‘ Bey N. Orleans, praying for a bankrupt law. 


n reported a resolution to take mea- 
B settle aa quiet the titles of claimants to 
h. 
the Pea then proceeded to the further consi- 
deration of the special order, being the prospective 
pre-emption bill. 

On which Mr. Allen, of Ohio, spoke at length. 

After which Mr. Mangum took the floor: but 

wing to the lateness of the hour, on motion of Mr. 
Wall the senate proceeded to a short executive 
session. And then adjourned. 
January 26. The following memorials and peti- 
tions were presented, and appropriately referred: 

By Mr. Smith, of Indiana, two petitions from 
citizens of Randolph county, Indiana, male and fe- 
male, numerously signed, on the subject of the re- 
cognition of the independence of Hayti, and also in 
relation to an amendment of the constitution of the 
United States so as to provide for the security of 

eople of color in the free states, and to make the 
jree men the sole basis of representation. 

Orn motion of Mr. Sevier, the motion to receive 
was laid on the table. ah 

By Mr. Merrick, a memorial from the citizens of 
Washington, respectfully asking leave to protest 
against the passage, in its present shape, of the bill 
now before the senate, entitled ‘a bill to amend and 
continue in force the act to incorperate the inhabi- 
tants of the city of Washington.” 

Mr. M. said this memorial was signed by near 
800 inhabitants of Washington, all residents, and 
all American citizens, without regard to party dis- 
tinctions, and of all classes; the subject was then 
before the committee for the District of Columbia, 
ty which he would move the reference of this, and 
that it be printed. 

By Mr. Buchanan, from D. W. Prescott, stating 
the destruction of goods by fire on which a portion 
of the duty had been paid and bonds given for the 
remainder, asking that the dulies paid might be re- 
funded. 


By Mr. Merrick, from a number of citizens of 


Prince George’s county, Maryland, representing a 
portion of the tobacco planting interest, asking the 
adoption of measures by the general government 
for the purpose of relieving their staple from 
the grievous burdens imposed on it by foreign 
countries. 

Mr. M. spoke at some length, showing from 
documents the burdens borne by this staple, and the 
inequality that prevailed with regard io it. 

Mr. Calhoun spoke in reply to Mr. M. also at 
some length, expressing his surprise that, at the 
present enlighted age of political science, any pro- 
position for retaliating duties should be counte- 
nanced, and denying that such a course would be 
productive of the results supposed. 


Mr. Merrick rose to reply, when Mr. Clay, of 


Alabama, said the hour for the special order had 
arrived, and that the discussion could be continued 
in the morning. 

On motion of Mr. Linn, the bill supplementary 
to an act entitled ‘an act to amend an act for the 
appointment of commissioners to adjust the claims 
to reservations of land under the treaty of 1830 
with the Choctaw Indians,” was. called up. 

Mr. L. said this bill had been passed at the last 
session, but was lost in the house for want of time. 
Some of the friends of the bill thought it would re- 
quire some change of phraseology; it was imma- 
terial to him what change was made, so as the ob- 
ject of the treaty would be accomplished. He de- 
sired to have the bill as perfect as possible, keep. 
lug In view the time that would be required to 
secure action tipon it in the other body. 

Mr. Henderson moved to commit the bill, which 
Was agreed to. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being the prospective pre- 
etaption bill. When Mr. Mangum rose and ad- 
dressed the senate at considerable length on the 
subject, * 

Mr. Benton followed, also at length,and Mr. Tall- 


madge replied exclusively to Mr. Benton. And then 
the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Peeper. Jan. 19. By common consent the fol- 
a '§ Senate bills, which was lying on the speak- 

S table, were read the first and second time and 
referred to committees, viz: 
wae eee the survey and location of claims for 
oa cee state of Mississippi, east of Pearl river 
; uth of the 3ist degree of north latitude; to the 
oninittee on public lands. 
cours ane to an act entitled an act to en- 
‘ak BS oa introduction and promote the cultiva- 
to th ropical plants,” approved 7th July, 1833; 
© committee on public lands. 





Mr. Mallory, of Va. obtained consent to move the 
following resolution; which was read and adopted: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
furnish this house with a comparative view of the aver- 
age cost of the army proper, for each individual, taking 
the aggregate of the officers, professors of the military 
academy, cadets and enlisted men in the service of the 
United States for the years 1837, 1533, 1839 and 1840; 
for subsistence to soldiers, clothing, quartermasters’ and 
medical stores, and other articles embraced under 
the general character of supplies for the army, not fixed 
by laws adopting as the plan of his report a communl- 
cation to the house of representatives from the secreta- 
ry of war of March 5, 1522, 

Mr. Reynolds asked !eave ‘o submit a motion to 
change the hour for the daily meeting of the house 
to eleven o’clock in the forenoou. 

Objection was made; when Mr. Reynolds moved 
to suspend the rules, but the motion did not prevail. 

The house then, in further execution of the spe- 
cial order, resolved itself into committee of the 


Also, a memorial of Jacob M. Van Winkle and 
John Randall for relief on account of goods destroy- 
ed by fire in the public stores in New York; refer- 
red to the committee on commerce. 

And then the house adjourned till to-morrow. 

Wednesday, Jun. 20, Several petitions were, by 
consent, presented and referred to appropriate com- 
mittees. 

Mr. Peck asked leave to introduce a resolution, 
which he sent, to the clerk’s table, where it was 
read for information, and is as follows: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
report to this house the number of treaties and amend- 
ad trewtion held and concluded with, or proposed to, 
the New York Indians, or any other portion of them, 
sinee the Ist day of January, 1§34,and to which the 
United States were a party; and the place where such 
treatics and amended treaties were negotiated and con- 
cluded respectively; and when, and the name of the 
person or persons representing the United S:ates there- 








whole on the state of the union, on the bill to au- 
thorise the issue of an additional amount of five 
millions of treasury notes. Mr. Adams was called 
to the chair. 

Mr. Adams asked to be excused from taking the 
chair of the committee, because he expected to be 
under the necessity of leaving the hall in the course 
of the day on business. 

Mr. Casey was then called to preside in the chair 
of the committee. 

Mr. Barnard resumed his argument from yester- 
day, and continued to address the committee until 
half past one o’clock. 

Mr. B. closed his remarks by modifying his mo- 
tion of yesterday so as to strike out the enacting 
clause of the bill—giving notice that, if the motion 
prevailed, and a report to that effect should be made 
to the house, he would then offer the following re- 
solution: 

Resolved, That the committee of the whole on the 
state of the union be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the bill in relauon to treasury notes, and 
that the subject of making provision for the wants of 
the treasury be referred back to the committee of ways 
and means, with instructions— 

First. To bring in a bill authorising the secretary of 
the treasury to borrow ten millions of dollars on the 
credit of the government, and to issue bonds or scrip 
therefor. 

Second. To bring in a bill imposiug duties for addi- 


tional revenue on wines, silks, linens, spices and other | 


articles, being luxuries, imported into the United Siates; 
but in such manner as not to conflict with the princi- 
ples, policy and spirit of the act of March, 1833, com- 
monly called “the compromise act.” 

Mr. £vans, of Maine, followed at some length, 
in reply to what had fallen yesterday from Mr. 
Jones, of Va. who had introduced the subject. 

Mr. Bell, having obtained the floor, gave way to 
a motion that the committee rise; which prevailing, 
the committee rose, reported progress, and obtained 
leave to sit again. 

Mr. Lincoln obtained leave to introduce the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was read and adopted: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to inform this house whether the patents for 
lands, which have issued from the office of the com- 
missioner of the general land office, since the passing 
of the act of the 25:h April, 1812, entitled “tan act for 
the establishment of a general land office in the depart- 
ment of the treasury,” have in all cases, in satisfaction 
of military land warrants, or otherwise, been issued in 
conformity with the reguisitions in the 8:h section of 
said act, “in the name of the United States,” and been 
“countersigned by the commissioner of said office;” 
and if these requirements have been omitted or depart- 
ed from, in what particulars, at what time, and under 
what authority the omission or variance has been oc- 
casioned; and that he transmit, with his answer, an 
exemplified copy of the form of patents which are now 
issued from said office, with the manner of their au- 
thentication. 

Mr. Clifford asked that the report of the select 


committee on the differences between the public | 
priuter and the clerk of the house be recommitted | 
to the same committee by which it was made, for | 
he purpose of correcting an error which he said be | 


had observed in it. The report was recommitted. 

Mr. Stanly submitted sundry amendments which 
he intends, at a proper time, to propose to the bill 
providing for the issue of five millions of treasury 
notes, and which, at bis request, were ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. Atherton presented a memorial of John Ha- 


ven and 181 other citizens of New Hampsbire in | 
favor ofa general bankrupt system; referred to the | 


committee on the judiciary. 


Mr. Hoffinan presented a number of petitions of 
citizens of the city of New York in favor of a ge- 


neral bankrupt law; referred to the committee on the | 


judiciary. ti ; 
Also,a memorial of the Philanthropic Law Re- 


forin association of the city of New York; also re- | 


ferred to the committee on the judiciary. 














in. And, also, the names of all other persons, if any, 
| who now are, or at any time have been, a party to, or 
| interested in, said treaties or amended treaties, or any 
of them: together with a detailed account of all expen- 
ditures, whether in money or otherwise, connected 
therewith, specifying, particularly, the several items of 
‘such expenditures, and by whom, and to whom, and 

when the same were made, and on what account re- 
spectively, and whether the Ogden Land company or 
any member or agent of said company, have defrayed, 
or atany time did agree to defray, any portion of such 
expenditures; and, if so, what portion, and when and 
towhom. And that the secretary of war also commu- 
nicate to this house copies of all contracts cr agree- 
ments between the United States and said Land com- 
pany, or any member thereof, and in any manner con- 
nected with, or relating to said treaties, or amended trea- 
ties, orany portion of them. And that he also communi- 
cate to this house copies of all correspondence between 
the said secretary or any other officer or agent of the 
United States, and the said Land company, or any 
member, attorney, or agent thereof, in relation to said 
treaties, or amended treaties, or any of them, or in 
relation to the aforesaid expenditures, or any portion 
thereof. 

Several members objected to the introduction of 
the resolution. When Mr. Peck moved to suspend 
the rule; and the question was put and negatived. 

The house then, in further execution of the spe- 
cial order, resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, on the bill to au- 
thorise the issue of.an additional amount of five 
inillions of treasury notes, (Mr. Oaseyin the chair). 

Mr. Bell rose and addressed the committee at 
great length on the subject of the finances, and 
the condition of the treasury, present and prospec- 
tive. 

Mr. B. having taken hisseat—Mr. W. Thompson 
obtained the floor, but yielded to a motion that the 
cominittee rise, which motion having prevailed—the 
committee rose, reported progress, and asked leave 
to sit again. 

After the house came out of committee of the 
whole, sundry petitions and papers were presented 
and referred. 

Mr. Bell submitted to the house the following 
communication from the secretary of war to the 
committee on Indian affairs: 

War depariment, Jan. 18, 1841. 

Str: Strong representations having been made to 
me that a deputation of Seminoles and Creeks from 
Arkansas might induce their brethren in Florida to 
lay down their arms, and emigrate to the western 
| territory, captains Armstrong and Page were autho- 
|rised, on the 29th day of May last, to select and 
learry with them to Florida, a delegation for the pur- 
| pose mentioned. The latter, with twelve chosen 
individuals, has been in Florida for some time, and 
| it is my determination they shall remain so long as 
| there is the least probability of success. 
| There are no means at the disposal of the depart- 

ment to defray the expenses incident to this effort 
,at pacification. I have lately been advised that 
/some influential individuals in or near St. Augus- 











|tine might be usefully employed to the saine end, 
and have to request an appropriation of 415,000 to 
\ineet the expenses that will be necessarily incurred, 
| Very repectfully, &e. J.R. POINTSETT. 
| Hon. John Bell, chairman com. on Indian affairs. 
| Estimate of funds required to cover expenses altend- 
ing the mission of major Wm. Armstrong and capt. 
J. Page to Florida, under instructions from the de- 
parimeni. 
For expenses of twelve chiefs of the Seminole 
| Indians going to Florida, from the western territory, 





and returning, $1,800 
i xpenses while in Florida, 2 500 
Pay of six other influential persons for 
two months, 2,000 
_ Expenses of maj. Armstrong and captain 
| Page while engaged, 2,700 
Contingent and incidental expenses, 6,000 








$15,000 








640 
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Mr. K. said that it was important this bill should 
be acted on at once; the cominittee had ascertained 
that there was no business to justify the continu- 
ance of the office; and inasmuch as nominations 
were then pending for the place in question, he 
would move that the bill be taken up, which mo- 
tion was acquiesced in, and the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed. 

The special order was then taken up, being the 
prospective pre-emption bill, on its third reading, 
whea Mr. Crittenden moved to postpone its further 
discussion until Monday next, amd gave his reasons 
at length. 

After some remarks from Messrs. Clay and Ben- 
ion, the question was taken on the postponement, 
and decided in the negative—yeas 19, nays 23. 

Mr. Crittenden then renewed his motion to re- 
commit the bill with instructions to so amend as to 
embody the two principles of pre-emption and dis- 
tribution. 

On this motion a long and animated debate ensu- 
ed which occupied the senate until sun-down— 
Messrs. Crittenden, Wright, Websier, Benton and 
others, participating. 

On motion of Mr. Lumpkin, the senate adjourned. 

January 22. The vice president laid before the 
senate a communication from the war departinent, 
sent in compliance with a resolution calling for the 
number and kind of troops stationed on the western 
frontier. 

Also, from the same, showing the number of 
clerks, the time employed, and the coimpensation 
paid to each. 

Also, trom the same, showing the expenditures 
for the year 1840. 

Also, from the navy department, showing the 
contracts entered into by that department for the 
year 1840. sab 

Mr. Henderson presented a petition for a bank- 
rupt law. : . : : 

A bill to provide for taking evidence in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and in the territories of the Unit- 
ed States, in certain cases, was considered in com- 
mittee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A number of relief and local bills were also con- 
sidered in committee, and engrossed. 

The senate then proceeded to the discussion of 
the special order, being the bill for the permanent 
and prospective pre-emption system; when Myr. 
Buchanan rose, and spoke in reply to Mr. Crillenden 
of yesterday. 

Mr. Criitenden followed in reply. 

Mr. Calhoun occupied the senate for a moment, 
but gave way for a motion to adjourn. 

And the senate then adjourned. 

January 23. The following memorials and peti- 
tions were presented and appropriately referred: 

By Mr. Webster, two memorials from citizens of 
the west and south west, asking the passage of a 
uniform bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Dixon, from owners, masters and others 
engaged in steam navigation, asking a modification 
of the law of 1833 in relation to steamboats. 

By Mr. White, a joint resolution from the legisla- 
ture of Indiana, asking that the eligibility of the 
executive be limited to one term. 

By Mr. Wright, from underwriters and others, 
against the repeal of the pilot law of 1837. 

Also, from a large number of citizens of New 
York, asking the passage of a bankrupt law. 

Also, two memorials which in their general fea- 
tures pray that no bankrupt law may be passed 
without banks and incorporated trading companies 
be included. 

By Mr. Porter, for a bankrupt law. 

Mr. Walker said he had received from the war 
department the report of Dr. King, the agent of the 
United States for the lead mines. This was a re- 
port of great research and uncommon ability. It 
related to the manner of disposing of our mineral 
lands, and to the development of the resources of 
the mineral region. This subject had heretofore 
been referred by the senate to the cominittee on the 
public lands, and he had reported a bill for the sale 
of these lands, which had received the sanction of 
the senate. ‘The subject was one of the greatest 
interest. The mineral region of Missouri and of 
the northwest was already ascerfained to exceed 
the entire area of the great state of Pennsylvania; 
and by the more recent explorations of those most 
talented geologists, Dr. Owen and col. Niccolet, 
(in addition to those of Dr. King), this mineral re- 
gion was believed to exceed the superficies of the 
two largest states of the union. It was the most 
fertile in soil, as well as the richest and most exten- 
sive mineral region in the world. Among other 
valuable minerals in this great region were iron, 
lead, copper and zine. In lead, the quantity pro 
duced had augmented from 335,000 pounds in 1823 
to 33,000,000 pounds in 1839, worth, at New York, 
#1500000, We had thus risen, in less than a 





quarter of a century, from nothing to the third on 
the list of nations which produced lead; and at the 
same ratio of augmentation we should, in twenty 
years, stand at the head of the list, when, it was 
hoped, we might, as we now do, not only supply 
our own market, but that lead would become alarge 
article for export. As to copper, the importance 
was still greater. Our imports of copper in 1839 
amounted to within a small fraction of $2,000,000. 
When we considered copper, not only as a coin for 
small change, but its many valuable uses in manu- 
factures, the importance of the subject would be 
perceived, To specify no others, the amount of 
copper used in boilers on steam ears, and for steam- 
buats on the lakes, rivers and ocean, was very great, 
and increasing every day; and transportation by 
steam on the Jand, and navigation by steam on the 
water, to a great extent, depended on the use of this 
valuable mineral. As connected with steam vessels 
for the navy, the subject was one of the highest na- 
tional importance, connected intimately with the 
honor and defence of the country. The copper re- 
gion of the United States was richer and more ex- 
tensive than in any other part of the world. The 
mining and smelting of this mineral in our country 
had but recently commenced, but under such cir- 
cumstances as to promise the most auspicious re- 
sults. ‘lhe development of our mineral resources 
in this whole great region depended chiefly on im- 
provements—first, in mining, second, in smelting, 
and third, in the manner of disposing of the mineral 
lands; and it was to this last subject that he desired 
to call the attention of the senate, and upon which 
much depended, and which he hoped would be fi- 
nally adjusted at the next session after full and ma- 
ture deliberation. Mr. W. said he would only at 
present move the printing of this valuable report, 
and of five hundred additional copies for the use of 
the senate. 

Mr. Linn expressed the pleasure he felt at the 
introduction of the document. It was certainly a 
matter of vast importance to the country generally 
to have the mineral lands disposed of, and the soon- 
er it was effected the better. Solong as these lands 
remained the property of the government, little 
wonld be realized from them. He considered it the 
worst policy in the world for the government to 
hold on for the mere purpose of obtaining a trifling 
rent. If they were put up for sale, individual en- 
terprise and capital would go to work in developing 
the mighty resources of the west. The people of 
the eastern and middle sections of this country did 
not appear to have any adequate idea of the great 
magnitude of the mineral wealth of the west. Why 
(said Mr. L.) the mineral region of copper, lead, 
zinc, manganese, &c. extends from Lake Superior 
until it falls off into the lower altitudes of a portion 
of the states of Illinois, Missouri and the territories 
of Wiskonsin and Iowa, where the vast coal fields 
and salt formations commence from the banks of 
the Ohio to the foot of the spurs of the Rocky moun- 
tains, where you again ascend from this great basin 
into the Ozark chain of hills. It again commences 
on the borders of the Mississippi and Missouri, 
taking a southwestern direction, enabling you to 
trace the chain through the country of the Keo- 
ways, and a portion of the country occupied by the 
wandering Cuinanches, where it unites with the 
mountains bordering on the Rio del Norte.— 
Throughout this vast extent are scattered mineral 
wealth, inexhaustible in quantity, whole mountains 
of iron ore, &c. At this time, England is the 
greatest lead country in the world, producing annu- 
ally 100,000,000 pounds, while the rest of Europe 
did not produce more than 50,000,000. In seven- 
‘teen years the United States had raised from 
| 6,000,000 to 30,000,000. What, with such bound. 
| less resources, might not be anticipated in seven. 
'teen more? He left for those to answer who could 
form a proper estimate of the region of country. 

Mr. Walker said he would at the next session 
most cheerfully co-operate with his friend, the se- 
nator from Missouri, (Mr. Linn), in devising a 
system for the sale of the mineral lands; and he 
fully concurred with that senator in the opinion 
that these lands should be sold, and not leased, and 
\that in the sale the development of the mineral 
region was vastly more important than the re- 
venue from the sales, for, as to leasing, the nett re- 
venue was little or nothing. Thelands must be in 
the hands, not of lessees, but of proprietors, in or- 
der to augment the amount of mineral. In the 
hands of lessees, we should have little more than 
those scrapings of the surface of the soil, called 
diggings, which bad so extensively prevailed in this 
region, the power of steam, and of the accompany- 
ing and improved machinery, never having been 
employed here (as Mr. W. believed) but in a sin- 
gle instance. 

Mr. Nicholas, trom the. committee on military 











affairs, reported a joint resoiution authorising sets 
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of the standard weights and measur ae 
nished to the war depaiaiedt BF M0 be far. 

On motion of Mr. Norvell, 

Resolved, That the secretary of the Navy commyy; 
cate to the senate a statement of the cost of building 
in materials and labor respectively, of the ships of ri 
line Columbus, Ohio, Deleware and North arolit . 
the frigates United States, Constitution, Potomac ow 
Brandywine; the sloops of war John Adams, Bos; nd 
Lexington, Vincennes, Warren, Natchez, Falmoutt’ 
Fairfield, Vandalia, St. Louis and Concord; the he’ 
Porpoise, Dolphin, Pioneer and Consort; the schoor, 
ers Grampus, Shark, Enterprise and Boxer; and z= 
steam ship Fulton; and the periods at which ha 
vessels were respectively built. Also, the number of 
times each of those vessels has been repaired Where 
so repaired, and the cost of repairing each, both in 
materials and fabor. Also, tlie first cost of the schoon. 
ers Pilot and Active, the cost of repairs of the same, 
and the sums for which the said schooners were gol; 
Also, the cost of the several navy and dock yards in, 
cluding the .sites, the cost of the buildings and 4 
tures at each, and the repairs of the same. . 

The bills ordered to be engrossed on Friday wero 
severally read a third time, and passed. 

The senate then proceeded to the discussion of 
the special order, being the bill for the permanent 
prospective pre-emption system; when Mr, Cy). 
houn rose and addressed the senate. Mr. Websip, 
followed in reply; when Mr. Allen obtained the 
floor, but, after a few remarks, gave way for a mo. 
tion to adjourn. And the senate then adjourned, 

January 25. Mr. Preston presented a resolution 
from the legislature of South Carolina, remonstrat. 
ing against a national bank and a protective tariff 
and approving the views of hon. John C. Calhoun, 

After some conversation as to the reading of jt 
by Messrs. King and Preston—it was read—apj 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Clay, of Ky. presented resolutions of that state 
—one branch of which had passed them unanimous. 
ly, and the other with only four opposing votes—ip 
favor of the distribution of the public lands—which, 
on motion of Mr. C. were laid on the table and o. 
dered to be printed. 

Petitions were presented as follows: 

By Mr. Clay, of Ky. from the chamber of cop. 
merce of Louisville, remonstrating against the pas- 
sage of any bankrupt law, not confined to prospec. 
tive operation. 

Mr. C. remarked that the memorial did not coir. 
cide with his views, as the main virtue of sucha 
law was in its retrospective operation. 

By Mr. Webster, from merchants and marines 
and representatives of deceased merchants and ma- 
rines, praying for indemnity of French spoliations 
prior to 1800. 

By Mr. Clay, of Ala. from the legislature of 
Alabama, praying for the passage of a law to in- 
demnify for French spoliation, prior to 1800. 

By Mr. Merrick, from citizens of Baltimore, ask- 
ing the erection of a fortress at Soller’s point flats. 
Also, of citizens of Georgetown, that the petition in 
relation to retrocession of Maryland be removed 
from the files of the senate and referred to the com: 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. King called the attention of the chairman of 
the committee of the District of Columbia, (Mr. 
Merrick), toa memorial in relation to the eharte! 
of the banks of the District—a report on which he 
had long waited for. 

Mr. Merrick’ said a report had been partially 
made out—but had been deferred for a full meeting 
of the committee. 

By Mr. Wright, of citizens of New York—te- 
monstrating against the passage of a bankrupt law 
the present session. 

Also, from manufacturers and citizens of New 
York, praying that banks and trading corporations 
be subjected to compulsory process of any laws 
that might be passed. 

Also, of mechanics, butchers and others, ask: 
ing to be included in the privileges of a bankrup! 
law. 

Also, from the Temperance society of New 
York, asking the spirit ration to be abolished from 
the navy. 


By Mr. Calhoun, from the chamber of commercé 
of New York, remonstrating against the passage o! 
a bankrupt law not including banks and trading 
corporations in its provisions, 

By Mr. Norvell, from citizens of Michigan, prey 
ing for the passage of a bankrupt Jaw. : 

By Mr. Tuppan, from inhabitants of Ohio, the 
same petition. 

By Mr. King, from the legislature of Alabam@ 
relative to the removal of a land office in that stale. 

Also, from the same legislature, asking rei!" 





bursement for advances made to aid the Creek W2, | 


By Mr. Benton, a document from the chief eng" 
neer on the subject of meeting a company of sappe® 
and miners. 
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4 By Mr. Henderson, from the chamber of com-} 


ce, of N. Orleans, praying for a bankrupt law. 
mir, Benton reported a resolution to take mea- 
sures tO settle and quiet the titles of claimants to: 
the Pea Patch. 

The senate then proceeded to the further consi- 
deration of the special order, being the prospective 

re-emption bill. 
P On which Mr. Allen, of Ohio, spoke at length. 

After which Mr. Mangum took the floor: but 
owing to the lateness of the hour, on motion of Mr. 
Wall, the senate proceeded to a short executive 
cession. And then adjourned. : 
~ January 26. The following memorials and peti- 
tions were presented, and appropriately referred: 

By Mr. Smith, of Indiana, two petitions from 
citizens of Randolph county, Indiana, male and fe- 
male, numerously signed, on the subject of the re- 
cognition of the independence of Hayti, and also in 
relation to an amendment of the constitution of the 
United States so as to provide for the security of 

eople of color in the free states, and to make the 
jree men the sole basis of representation. 

Orn motion of Mr. Sevier, the motion to receive 
was laid on the table. ‘ : 

By Mr. Merrick, a memorial from the citizens of 
Wasbington, respectfully asking leave to protest 
against the passage, in its present shape, of the bill 
now before the senate, entitled ‘a bill (o amend and 
continue in force the act to incorporate the inhabi- 
tants of the city of Washington.” 

Mr. M. said this memorial was signed by near 
800 inhabitants of Washington, all residents, and 
all American citizens, without regard to party dis- 
tinctions, and of all classes; the subject was then 
before the committee for the District of Columbia, 
ty which he would move the reference of this, and 
that it be printed. 

By Mr. Buchanan, from D. W. Prescott, stating 
the destruction of goods by fire on which a portion 
of the duty bad been paid and bonds given for the 
remainder, asking that the duties paid might be re- 
funded. 


By Mr. Merrick, from a number of citizens of 


Prince George’s county, Maryland, representing a 
portion of the tobacco planting interest, asking the 
adoption of measures by the general government 
for the purpose of relieving their staple from 
the grievous burdens imposed on it by foreign 
countries. 

Mr. M. spoke at some length, showing from 
docunents the burdens borne by this staple, and the 
inequality that prevailed with regard to it. 

Mr. Calhoun spoke in reply to Mr. M. also at 
some length, expressing his surprise that, at the 
present enlighted age of political science, any pro- 
position for retaliating duties should be counte- 
nanced, and denying that such a course would be 
productive of the results supposed. 

Mr. Merrick rose to repiy, when Mr. Clay, of 
Alabama, said the hour for the special order had 
arrived, and that the discussion could be continued 
in the morning. 

On motion of Mr. Linn, the bill supplementary 
to an act entitled ‘san act to amend an act for the 
appointment of commissioners to adjust the claims 
to reservations of land under the treaty of 1830 
vith the Choctaw Indians,”? was called up. 

Mr. L. said this bill had been passed at the last 
session, but was lost in the house for want of time. 
Some of the friends of the bill thought it would re- 
quire some change of phraseology; it was imma- 
terial to him what change was made, so as the ob- 
ject of the treaty would be accomplished. He de- 
sired to have the bill as periect as possible, keep. 
ug In view the time that would be required to 
secure action upon it in the other body. 

Mr. Henderson moved to commit the bill, which 
Was agreed to. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being the prospective pre- 
emption bill. When Mr. Mangum rose and ad- 
Gressed the senate at considerable length on the 
subject, 

Mr. Benton followed, also atlength,and Mr. Tall- 


madge replied exclusively to Mr. Benton. And then 
the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday, Jun. 19, By common consent the fol- 
Owing senate bills, which was lying on the speak- 
e's table, were read the first and second time and 
relerred to committees, viz: 
ail confirm the survey and location of claims for 
a wise ay state of Mississippi, east of Pearl river 
; uth of the 3ist degree of north latitude; to the 
Cninittee on public lands. 
course tees fo an act entitled “an act to en- 
tion 8 nen oponpie-ssir sd and promote the cultiva- 
to thee pical plants, _ approved 7th July, 1833; 

omimittee on public lands. 


| the committee rose, reported progress, and obtained 





Mr. Mallory, of Va. obtained consent to move the 


Also, a memorial of Jacob M. Van Winkle and 


following resolution; which was read and adopted: | John Randall for relief on account of gooxs destroy- 


Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
furnish this house with a comparative view of the aver- 
age cost of the army proper, for each individual, taking 
the aggregate of the officers, professors of the military 
academy, cadets and enlisted men in the service of the 
United States for the years 1837, 1538, 1839 and 1840; 
for subsistence to soldiers, clothing, quartermasters’ and 
medical stores, and other articles embraced under 
the general character of supplies for the army, not fixed 
by laws adopting as the plan of his report a communi- 
cation to the house of representatives from the secreta- 
ry of war of March 5, 1522. 

Mr. Reynolds asked !eave to submit a motion to 
change the hour for the daily meeting of the house 
to eleven o’clock in the forenoou. 

Objection was made; when Mr. Reynolds moved 
to suspend the rules, but the motion did not prevail. 

The house then, in further execution of the spe- 
cial order, resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, on the bill to au- 
thorise the issue of an additional amount of five | 
millions of treasury notes. Mr. Adams was called 
to the chair. 

Mr. 4dams asked to be excused from taking the 
chair of the committee, because he expected to be | 
under the necessity of leaving the hall in the course 
of the day on business. 

Mr. Casey was then called to preside in the chair 
of the committee. 

Mr. Barnard resumed his argument from yester- 
day, and continued to address the committee until 
half past one o’clock. 

Mr. B. closed his remarks by modifying his mo- 
tion of yesterday so as to strike out the enacting 
clause of the bill—giving notice that, if the motion 
prevailed, and a report to that effect should be made 
to the house, he would then offer the following re- 
solution: 

Resolved, That the committee of the whole on the 
state of the union be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the bill in relation to treasury notes, and 
that the subject of making provision for the wants of 
the treasury be referred back to the commitiee of ways 
and means, with instructions— 

First. To bring in a bill authorising the secretary of 
the treasury to borrow ten millions of dollars on the 
credit of the government, and to issue bonds or scrip 
therefor. 

Second. To bring in a bill imposiug duties for addi- 
tional revenue on wines, silks, linens, spices and other 
articles, being luxuries, imported into the United States; 
but in such manner as not to conflict with the prinei- 
ples, policy and spirit of the act of March, 1833, com- 
monly called “the compromise act.” 

Mr. £vans, of Maine, followed at some length, 
inreply to what had fallen yesterday from Mr. 
Jones, of Va. who had introduced the subject. 

Mr. Bell, having obtained the floor, gave way to 
a motion that the committee rise; which prevailing, 











leave to sit again. 
Mr. Lincoln obtained leave to introduce the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was read and adopted: 
Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to inform this house whether the patents for 
lands, which have issued from the office of the com- 
missioner of the general land office, since the passing 
of the act of the 25:h April, 1812, entitled “an act for 
the establishment of a general land office in the depart- 
ment of the treasury,” have in all cases, in satisfaction 
of military land warrants, or otherwise, been issued in 
conformity with the reguisitions in the 8:h section of 
said act, “inthe name of the United States,” and been 
“countersigned by the commissioner of said office;” 
and if these requirements have been omitted or depart- 
ed from, in what particulars, at what time, and under | 
what authority the omission or variance has been oc- | 
casioned; and that he transmit, with his answer, an | 
exemplified copy of the form of patents which are now | 
issued from said office, with the manner of their au- 
thentication. | 
Mr. Clifford asked that the report of the select | 
committee on the differences between the public | 
priuter and the clerk of the house be recommitted | 
to the same committee by which it was made, for | 
he purpose of correcting an error which he said be | 
had observed in it. The report was recommitted. | 
Mr. Stanly submitted sundry amendments which | 
he intends, at a proper time, to propose to the bill | 
providing for the issue of five millions of treasury 
notes, and which, at bis request, were ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. Atherton presented a memorial of John Ha 
ven and 181 other citizens of New Hampshire in| 





| 
} 
! 
| 
| 
| 


favor of a general bankrujt system; referred to the | 
committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Hoffinan presented a number of petitions of 
citizens of the city of New York in favor of a ge- 
neral bankrupt law; referred to the committee on the | 





judiciary. 
Also,a memorial of the Philanthropic Law Re- 


forin association of the city of New York; also re- } 
j ferred to the committee on the judiciary. 


| pose mentioned. 


ed by fire in the public stores in New York; refer- 
red to the committee on commerce. 

And then the house adjourned till to-morrow. 

Wednesday, Jan. 20. Several petitions were, by 
consent, presented and referred to appropriate com- 
mittees. 

Mr. Peck asked leave to introduce a resolution, 
which he sent, to the clerk’s table, where it was 
read for information, and is as follows: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
report to this house the number of treaties and amend- 
ed treaties held and concluded with, or proposed to, 
the New York Indians, or any other portion of them, 
since the lst day of January, 1834, and to which the 
United States were a party; and the place where such 
treaties and amended treaties were negotiated and con- 
cluded respectively; and when, and the name of the 
person or persons representing the United Siates there- 
in. And, also, the names of all other persons, if any, 


| who now are, or at any time have been, a party to, or 


interested in, said treaties or amended treaties, or any 
of them: together with a detailed account of all expen- 
ditures, whether in money or otherwise, connected 
therewith, specifying, particularly, the several items of 
such expenditures, and by whom, and to whom, and 
when the same were made, and on what account re- 
spectively, and whether the Ogden Land company or 
any member or agent of said company, have defrayed, 
or atany time did agree to defray, any portion of such 
expenditures; and, if so, what portion, and when and 
towhom. And that the secretary of war also commu- 
nicate to this house copies of all contracts cr agree- 
ments between the United States and said Land com- 
pany, or any member thereof, and in any manner con- 
nected with; or relating to said treaties, or amended trea- 
ties, or any portion of them. And that he also communi- 
cate to this house copies of all correspondence between 
the said secretary or any other officer or agent of the 
United States, and the said Land company, or any 
member, attorney, or agent thereof, in relation to said 
treaties, or amended treaties, or any of them, or in 
relation to the aforesaid expenditures, or any portion 
thereof. 

Several members objected to the introduction of 
the resolution. When Mr. Peck moved to suspend 
the rule; and the question was put and negatived. 

The house then, in further execution of the spe- 
cial order, resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, on the bill to au- 
thorise the issue of.an additional amount of five 
millions of treasury notes, (Mr. Caseyin the chair). 

Mr. Bell rose and addressed the committee at 
great Jenzth on the subject of the finances, and 
the condition of the treasury, present and prospec- 
tive. 

Mr. B. having taken hisseat—Mr. W.. Thompson 
obtained the floor, but yielded to a motion that the 
cominittee rise, which motion having prevailed—the 
committee rose, reported progress, and asked leave 
to sit again. 

After the house came out of committee of the 
whole, sundry petitions and papers were presented 
and referred. 

Mr. Bell submiited to the house the following 
communication from the secretary of war to the 
committee on Indian affairs: 


War deparlment, Jan. 18, 1841. 

Srr: Strong representations having been made to 
me that a deputation of Seminoles and Creeks from 
Arkansas might induce their brethren in Florida to 
lay down their arms, and emigrate to the western 
territory, captains Armstrong and Page were autho- 
rised, on the 29th day of May last, to select and 
carry with them to Florida, a delegation for the pur- 
The latter, with twelve chosen 
individuals, has been in Florida for some time, and 
it is my determination they shall remain so long as 
there is the least probability of success. 

There are no means at the disposal of the depart- 
ment to defray the expenses incident to this effort 
at pacification. I have lately been advised that 
some influential individuals in er near St. Augus- 
tine might be usefully employed to the samme end, 
and have to request an appropriation of ¢15,000 to 


| meet the expenses that will be necessarily incurred, 


Very repectinily, &e. J.R. POINTSETT. 
Hon. John Bell, chairman com. on Indian affairs. 
Estimate of funds requtred to cover expenses altend- 
ing the mission of major Wm. Armstrong and capt. 
J. Page lo florida, under tnstructions from the de- 

partment. 
For expenses of twelve chiefs of the Seminole 


| Indians going to Florida, from the western territory, 


and returning, $1,800 


ixpenses while in Florida, 2 500 
Pay of six other influential persons for 

| two months, 2,000 
_ Expenses of maj. Armstrong and captain 

Page while engaged, 2,700 

Contingent and incidental expenses, 6,000 





$15,000 
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These papers were referred back to the commit- 
tee on Indian affairs for the action of that committee 
thereon. : 

While the house was in committee of the whole 
to-day, a message was received from the president, 
accompanied with a large bundle of documents. It 
was not read, but was understood to relate to the 
troubles in China, and is in answer to a call here- 
tofore moved in the house. And the house adjourn- 
ed till to-morrow. 

Thursday, Jan. 21. Mr. Barnard asked leave to 
callup the resolution submitted by him several 
days ago upon the subject of the finances and ex- 
penditures of the government. It was objected to. 

Several gentlemen asked leave to present peti- 
tions; when at the suggestion of Mr. Carr, the 
house, by unanimous consent, agreed to devote one 
hour to the presentation of petitions. 

Petitions were then presented as follows: 

By Mr. Burke, of Alden Patridge, president of 
the Norwich university of Vermont, praying that 
young men educated at military schools other than 
that at West Point, may be placed on a footing with 
those educated at West Point in appointments in 
the army. ;, ee 

Also, another petition of Alden Patridge in favor 
of a general national system of education. 

Also, of R. Kellogg, and others of West Stock- 
bridge, Massachusetts, and of G. H. Gibson and 
others, of Great Barrington, Massachusetts, for a 
general bankrupt law. 

Also, of the Medical society and board of health 
of Washington, for an insane asylum. 

By Mr. Lincoln, of citizens 6f Boylston, in Mass. 
against the admission of Florida as a slave state in- 
to the union. 

Also, for a repeal of the rule of the house against 
the reception of abolition memorials. 

Also, to recognise the independence of Hayti. 


By Mr. Adams, of officers and members of the 
American Peace society, in favor of a congress of 
nations, so as to preserve the peace of the world. 

Also, of citizens of Andover, Massachusetts, pray- 
ing congress to prevent the execution of the treaty 
said to have been recently made with the Seneca 
Indians of New York, for their emigration to the 
west. 

Mr. Adams also presented a petition of inhabi- 
tants of Alleghany county, Penn. containing three 

rayers: Ist, to abolish slavery in the District of 

Jolumbia; 2d, to prohibit the international slave 
trade; and 3d, against the admission of any state 
into the union whose constitution tolerates slavery. 
Mr, Adams moved the reference of this petition to 
a select committee. The last part of the petition 
only, the speaker stated, could be received; and, on 
motion of Mr. Connor, that part of the petition was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. Adams also presented a similar petition of 
citizens of Perrenton, N. Y. Mr. Warren moved 
that so much of it as was received lie on the table. 

Some remarks were made on the subject; when 
Mr. Black moved to reconsider the vote laying on 
the table that part of the petition of citizens of Al- 
leghany county, Pa. which prays that no new state, 
whose constitution may tolerate slavery, be admit- 
ted into the union, for the purpose, as he stated, of 
moving that the petition be rejected. 

Mr. Adams inquired if Mr. Black voted in the 
affirmative on the vote he Sy vey to reconsider. 
Mr. Black said that there had been no audible vote 
on the question; that he had not responded ay or no. 

The speaker said if he did not vote he could not 
make the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. then made the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. Wise rose to a question of order, viz: that 
there was no part of the petition but what came 
within the exclusion of the rule of the house. Mr.W. 
thenread the several points of the petition, which 
we have before given. 

The speaker said that the rule did not operate up- 
on that part of the petition which prayed that no 
new state should be adinitted into the union whose 
constitution should tolerate slavery. 

After remarks from several gentlemen, the ques- 
tion was then put on the motion to reconsider, and 
there appeared, ayes 103, noes 51. : 

The speaker then stated that the question again 
recurred on the motion to lay the part of the peti- 
tion on the table which had been received; whex. 
Mr. Connor withdrew that motion. 

Mr. Black then moved that the entire petition be 
rejected. 

Mr. Wise objected to this motion, on the ground 
that no motion could be made as to the entire peti- 
tion, as the entire petition had not been received; 
that, under the rule, the chair had already decided 
against the reception of certain parts of the petition; 








consequently, that no motion could apply to those 
parte which were not before the house, and that; 


Mr. Black ought to confine his motion to reject, to 
that part of the petition which had been received. 


The speaker sustained the position assumed by | 
Mr. Wise, and decided that the motion to reject the 


entire petition did not lie. 

The question then came up upon the motion 
made by Mr. 4dams when he presented the petition, 
that it be referred to a select committee. 

Mr. Black here said that he would make a ques- 
tion of order; which was, that if the chair decided 
that, under the rule, any portion of this petition 
could be received, he would appeal. 

The chair said that he had already decided that 
so much of the petition as prays that no new state 
may be admitted into the union, the constitution of 
which may tolerate slavery, did not come within the. 
prohibition of the rule, and that, therefore, that 
part of the petition has been received. 

Mr. Black. From this I appeal. 

The chair stated the question on this appeal, and 
after some remarks from several gentlemen, the 
hour set aside, by unanimous consent, for the pre- 
sentation of petitions, expired, and the orders of 
the day were called for. 

The house again resolved itself into committee 
of the whole on the state of the union, on the spe- 
cial order of the day, i. e.the bill to authorise the 
issue of an additional five millions of treasury notes. 
Mr. Casey, of Illinois, was called to preside over 
the deliberations of the committee. 

Mr. Waddy Thompson, who was entitlec to the 
floor, addressed the committee for an hour and three 
quarters. Mr. T. having concluded, the chairman 
gave the floor to Mr. Rhett, who had not proceeded 
far before he gave way toa motion that the com- 
mittee rise; which prevailed, and the committee 
rose, reported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

And then the house adjourned. 

Friday, Jan, 22. Mr. Black moved that the rules 
of the house be suspended during the morning 
hour for the purpose of disposing of the appeal 
taken by him yesterday from the decision of the 
chair in relation to the reception of a petition pre- 
sented by Mr. ddams. Mr. Briggs asked the yeas 
aud nays, which were not ordered. And the ques- 
tion being taken, the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. Jones moved that the house resolve itself 
into committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, for the purpose of resuming the considera- 
tion of the special order, (i. e. the treasury note 
bill). 

Mr. Russell moved that the further consideration 
of the special order be postponed until Monday, 
with a view to proceed to the consideration of pri- 
vate business, (this day being set apart by the 
rules for that purpose). 

The speaker said the gentleman could make that 
motion after the motion of the gentleman froin Va. 
(Mr. Jones), had been disposed of. 

Mr. Russeli called the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion that the house resolve itself iuto committee of 
the whole on the state of the union, which were 
ordered, and, being taken, were yeas 104, nays 70. 

The house then resolved itself into committee of 
the whole on the state of the union, and again pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill reported from 
the committee of ways and means to authorise the 
issue of an additional sum of five millions in treasu- 
ry notes. Mr. Casey, of I'inois, was called to pre- 
side over the deliberations of the committee. 

Mr Rhett resumed and concluded his remarks 
commenced yesterday, when the floor was given to 
Mr, Nisbet, of Georgia, who addressed the commit- 
tee, in reply to Mr. Ahelt, for an hour and a half, 
and having concluded, Mr. Thompson, of Miss. ob- 
tained the floor. 

Whereupon, (on motion), the committee rose, 
reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 

Mr. Everett asked leave to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be direct- 
ed to lay before this house a statement of the diflerent 
articles imported which are now subject to duty at a 
less rate than 20 per cent. ad valorem, the value of such 
articles, and the rate per cent. and amount of such 
duties, based on the imports of 1838, 

Objection was made. And then the house ad- 
journed. 


Saturday, Jan. 23. The journal having been 
read, Mr. Jones, of Va. moved that the house pro- 
ceed in the further execution of the special order of 
the day on the bill to provide for the issue of a fur- 
ther sum of five millions of dollars of treasury notes. 

Mr. Jones gave way to Mr. Fillmore, who, by di- 
rection of the committee of elections, asked leave 
to report a bill regulating the taking of testimony 
in cases Of contested elections and for other pur- 
poses. 

Mr. Chapman objected to the introduction of the 
bill, but subsequentiy withdrew it. Mr. Alford re- 





newed it. Mr. Fillmore moved to suspend the rule 





3 : 
to enable him to report the bill. The question tp 


suspend the rules was put and not carried. 
Mr. Jones then renewed the motion to proceed {5 
the special order of the day. 

Mr. Russell moved that the special order be post. 
poned till Monday, and that the house do proceeq 
to private business. Mr. R. called for the yeas anq 
nays; they were not ordered. Mr. R’s motion Was 
then disagreed to. 

The house again resolved itselfinto committee of 
the whole on the state of the union, and proceeded 
to the consideration of the bill reported by M; 
Jones, from the committee of ways and means, to 
authourise the issue of an additional sum of five 
tmaillions in treasury notes. Mr. Casey, of Illinois 
was called to preside over the deliberations of the 
comunittee. 

Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi, who was entitle, 
to the floor, addressed the committee for the space 
of two hours, and was followed by Mr. Lane, of 
Indiana. Mr. L. having concluded, the chairman 
gave the floor to Mr. Duncan, who yielded for a mo. 
tion that the committee rise, which prevailing, the 
commitiee rose, reported progress, and obtained 
leave to sit again. 

Mr. Everett asked the house now to take up and 
consider the resolution, which, he said, had been 
laid on the table by him yesterday, calling on the 
secretary of the treasury for information on articles 
imported which are not subject to duty at a less 
rate than 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. Wise submitted to the speaker that this re. 
solution never had been received. 

Mr. Everett submitted that it had. 

Some conversation, arising out of this difference 
of opinion, ensued, when Mr. Briggs, (who was in 
the speaker’s chair at the time the resolution was 
offered), expressed his understanding to be that the 
resolution had not been received—objection to its 
reception having been made. 

Whereupor the journal (which stated the fact to 
be the contrary), was ordered to be amended. 

Mr. Everett then asked that the resolution be re. 
ceived; and objection being made, moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule, and he asked the yeas and _ nays 
thereon. 

Mr. Wise moved an adjournment. 

The yeas.and nays were asked and ordered; and, 
being taken were: yeas 41, nays 47. So the house 
refused to adjourn. But no quorum voted. 

Mr. Evereit. As there is no quorum present, | 
will not press the resolution now. Ido not wish to 
put the house to the trouble of having a call at this 
time. But I will say that if, before this debate is 
closed, gentlemen on all sides of the house do not 
find that they want the information called for by 
this resolution, I shall be much mistaken. And 
then the hcuse adjourned. 

Monday, Jan. 25. Mr. Cushing presented the 
memorial of Charles T. James, of Newburyport, 
Massachusetts, remonstrating against the adoption 
of *Raub’s self-acting safety valve,” by law, ani 
praying for the passage of a law requiring the use 
of steam boilers and machinery on board of steam- 
boats, proved to be sufficient; and faithful and 
skilful engineers, ascertained to be such—by such 
means as congress may prescribe. Whieh memo- 
rial was referred to the committee of the whole on 
the state of the union. 

The speaker laid before the house the following 
communications, which were appropriately referred. 

From the post office department, a statement of 
the contracts for carrying the mails, &c. during the 
year 1840. 

From the president of the United States, a report 
with the accompanying papers from the secretary 
of state in answer toa resolution of the house of 
the 16th December last. 

From the war department, a statement of all the 
contracts made by that department for the year 
1840. 

Also, from the same department, a statement of 
the appropriations for 1840, and the balance re- 
maining in its treasury on the 31st Dec. last. 

From the treasury department, a report from the 
commissioner of the land office of the 19th inst. 10 
answer to a resolution of the house of the 9th inst. 
being a statement of the quantity of public lands 
purchased under the several acts of congress. 

From the navy department, a statement of the 
contracts made by the commissioner of the navy 
during the year 1840. 

A message from the president of the U. States, 
transmitting a report from the director of the mil, 
exhibiting the operation of that institution during 
the year 1840, and calling attention particularly 
the over-valuation of foreign gold coin. 

From the treasury department, relative to the 
discontinuance of land districts, 

From the war department, a statement of th? 
number of clerks in that department 
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The following senate bills were then twice read 


and severally referred to the undermentioned com- 


| gnittees: 


ish the port of delivery at Currituck in- 
e. dey sthos of surveyor of customs at that 
rt. To the committee on commerce. 
To extend the charter of the Bank of Alexandria 
at the city of Alexandria. To the committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

For the settlement of the claims of New Hamp- 
shire against the United States. After some con- 
yersation, relative to its reference, by Messrs. L. 
Williams, Jones, of Va. Briggs, Wise, Lincoln, 
Hunt and Clifford, it was referred to the committee 
on militar affairs. : 

The bill authorising the president of the United 
States to cause certain surveys of the lakes and lake 
coasts to be made. ‘To the committee on commerce. 

The bill to relinquish to the state of Mississippi 
the two per cent. fund accruing by the act of admis- 
sion of that state into the union. The committee 
on public lands. — ae 

‘'o make certain appropriations for the patent 
office. The committee on patents. : 

The bill regulating commercial intercourse with 
the port of Cayenne, French Guiana, and to remit 
certain duties. The committee on foreign affairs. 

To authorise the secretary of the treasury to re- 
fund certain duties collected on the French ship 
Alexandre. The committee on foreign affairs. 

To authorise the secretary of the treasury to 
make arrangements of compromise with the sureties 
of Samuel Swartwout. 

The bill relating to the judicial courts of New 
Hampshire. Which latter were referred to the 
committee on the judiciary. : 

An amendment to the bill of the house, “‘to make 
appropriations for the lunatics of the District of Co- 
ljumbia,” providing that the expenses for this pur- 
pose shall not exceed in the whole, the sum of $3,000 
per annum, was concurred in. 

Several members rose with petitions and resolu- 
tions, to which objection was made. 

Mr. Chapman moved to suspend the rules, for the 
presentation of petitions; which motion was not 
taken. 

A motion by Mr. Jones, of Va. having prece- 
dence, that the house resolve itself into committee 
of the whole on the state of the union; which was 
carried; whereupon the house resolved itself into 
committee, (Mr. Casey in the chair), and resumed 
the consideration of the treasury note bill, on which 
Mr. Duncan was entitled tothe floor. Mr. D. then 
rose and spoke at Jength on the subject, examining 
the state of the finances of the country. Without 
concluding, at a quarter of four o’clock, Mr. D. 
gave way to a motion that the committee rise.— 
The vote on which being taken, there appeared no 
quorum of members present. ‘The committee then. 
rose for want of which, and, on motion, the house 
adjourned. 

Tuesday, Jan. 26. Mr. Tillinghast from the com- 
mittee of manufactures, obtained leave to report 
the following bill: 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of America in congress assembled, 
‘hat so much of the act entitled “an act to alter and 
amend the several acts imposing duties on imports,” 
approved July 14, 1832, as provides that pins of foreign 
manufacture may be imported free of duty from and 
after the Ist day of April next, be, and the same is 
hereby repealed; and that, from and after the said day, 


pins, when imported, be subject to a duty of 20 per 
cent. ad valorem. 


The bill was twice read, and committed to the com- 
inittee of the whole house on the state of the union. 

Mr. Pope asked leave to present a petition; which 
Was objected to. 

Mr. Pope moved to suspend the rules to enable 
him to present the petition; the question was put 
and lost, 

The house then, again, resolved itself into com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union, and 
resumed the consideration of the bill reported from 
the committee of Ways and means, for the issue of 
an additional five millions of dollars in treasury 
hotes, Mr. Casey, of Illinois, was called to preside 
Over the deliberations of the committee. 

rt. Duncan resumed his remarks, and addressed 
the committee until half past two o’clock. 

In concluding his remarks—Mr. D. said that im- 
mediately before he had taken the floor this morning 
his attention had been called to the following state- 
thing published in the “National Intelligencer” of 

ay: 
: “Mr. Cushing hoped that, at this stage of the de- 
ite, no technical question of order would be rais- 
€d, because, he said, after the extent to which the 
remarks of the member from Ohio (Mr. Duncan) 
— been carried, he (Mr. C.) should feel himself 
ound to appeal to the courtesy and the honor of 


dan 





use to suffer him to Teply. 


“Mr. W. C. Johnson submitted to the chair whe- | 
ther it was in order for an individualto charge gen. 
Harrison with cowardice who had himself been 
branded as a coward on this floor?” 

Now, (proceeded Mr. D.) I never heard this re- 
mark made by the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. 
Johnson). It was not addressed to me nor to the 
chairman of the committee in such a way as to be 
heard. And I was astonished when it was put into 
my hands; and if I had had time for reflection, I 
would have contradicted it through some other me- 
dium. 1 say I did not hear the remark; and I have 
no hesitation in declaring that the mau who uttered 
it is guilty of a base falsehood, and is himself a liar. 
And I call upon the chairman of the committee to 
say whether such language was used in his hearing. 

When called upon by Mr. Duncan, Mr. Camp- 
beli, of South Carolina, rose and said: I take upon 
myself to say that I heard no such expression when 
I was in the chair. I had called the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. Duncan) to order for irrelevancy, 
and he had acquiesced. I then understood the gen- 
tleman from Maryland (Mr. W. C. Johnson) as ris- 
ing to the same point of order, and my reply to him 
was, that I had already called the gentleman to or- 
der, and that he had acquiesced in the decision.— 
But, I repeat, I did not hear the expression refer- 
red to. 

Mr. Duncan. I protest against the statement 
that I had ever said any thing against general Har- 
rison except what the history of the country sus- 
tained me in saying. I never intimated that he 
was a coward, nor any thing like it; and no con- 
clusion can be drawn from any thing I have said 
other than that he was not entitled to that charac- 
ter of a Lag military chieftain which was claimed 
for him by his friends. 

Mr. W. C. Johnson. The report in the ‘‘Nation- 
al Intelligencer” of the remarks I made yesterday 
is perfectly correct. I made those remarks, and I 
intended them to be fully audible in every part of 
this house— 

Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina, rose and in- 
quired of the chair, “is the gentleman in order?” 

Mr. Stanly. Heis as much in order as you are. 

The chairman (Mr. Briggs) pro tem. called to 
order. 

Mr. W. C. Johnson proceeded to say that had he 
been conscious of the disclaimer which the gentle- 
man from Ohio (Mr. Duncan) had just made, it 
would have superseded the necessity of his (Mr. 
J’s) having made any remarks. But as that gen- 
tleman had denied the fact that such a statement as 
that reported in the ‘Intelligencer’? had been made 
by himself, (Mr. J.) he felt it his duty to say that 
it had been made; and he now held in his hand the 
evidence of the fact upon which his remark was 
predicated. The fact was not only notorious to all 
the members of the last congress, but he himself 
and other gentlemen here present had a perfect re- 
collection that the charge which he (Mr. J.) had 
yesterday asserted as having been imputed to the 
gentleman was made upon this floor, not by one, 
nor by two, but by three several gentlemen. The 
subject matter had ended there. The gentleman 
was here upon this floor, and yet, so far as he (Mr. 
J.) was conscious, he (Mr. D.) had not called upon 
any one of these gentlemen for satisfaction, nor 
had any communication been made to them which 
could have been regarded in that light. 

But, as a proof of what he had stated, he would 
send to the clerk’s table, with a view to haveit 
read, a statement— 

The chairman said it was not in order. 

Mr. Johnson admitted, he said, the irrelevancy of 
the matter; but be held in his hand the report of a 
speech made here by a member of congress—a 
man of as much character as any in this house or 
in the world—in which speech this allegation was 
made. A reference to this speech would show that 
he (Mr. J.) had not done the gentleman froin Ohio 
(Mr. Duncan) injustice, but that he was borne out 


in what he said. He had no desire to engage in| 


controversies on this floor; but to show that he had 
not done the gentleman injustice, he would request 
the clerk to read two sentences of the speech to 
which he had referred, and which was delivered in 
this house in 1839. 

The chairman said it was not in order. 

Mr. Johnson. I will simply then say that with 
these facts— 

Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina, submitted to the 
chair whether the gentleman was inorder? If (not, 
he (Mr. C.) must object to his proceeding— 

Mr. Stanly. For two days past every subject un- 
der heaven has been talked about here, and yet the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Campbell) has 
never raised his voice in a call to order, nor has any 
body else. 

Mr. Johnson was unwilling, he said, to force him- 
self upon this house contrary to its feelings and its 





rules. He had been a memberof the body too long 
to make such an attempt. But he felt it due to 
himself and to the member from Ohio, that the fact 
on which he (Mr. J.) had predicated his statement 
of yesterday should be made known. Mr. J. then 
read from the speech to which he had alluded the 
following passage: 

“With these facts before the House, what member 
will say that such a man isa fit associate for gentlemen? 
Availing himself of his privileges, seeking to destroy the 
character of his brother members, without the courage, 
or the feelings of honor to prompt him to ask redress for 
admitted insults can such a man be deemed within the 
pale of honor?” 

That (Mr. J. proceeded to say) was the language 
used by an honorable member on this floor—ian- 
guage printed and published so long ago as 1839; 
and it was this fact which induced him (Mr. J.) 
when he supposed the gentleman from Ohio was 
charging such a man as gen. Harrison with want of 
courage, to ask whether it was courteous, or in 
accordance with parliamentary rule, that a charge 
of that nature should be made by a man who had 
himself been branded as a coward. That charge 
had been made, and repeated over and over against 
the gentleman from Ohio; aad no man who would 
examine the record could deny it. This was all that 
he (Mr. J.) had said, and this he had said. The 
gentleman from Ohio might not consider this an 
imputation—be might consider that injustice had 
been done him. He (Mr, J.) spoke only of the 
Juct, and he had read the speech to show the fact; 
and although he himself abstained from discussions 
of a personal character as much as possible, yet he 
had felt it due to himself and to the eminent person- 
age whose cause he had advocated, to say as much 
as he had done when the character of that personage 
had been assailed. - 

After one or two further remarks. Mr. Duncan 
followed in a few remarks, which the reporter could 
not hear accurately, but which were understood to 
have reference to a resolution introduced in a pre- 
vious congress for his (Mr. D’s) expulsion, and to 
certain insinuations thrown out at the threshold of 
the discussion that he (Mr. D.) had postponed the 
publication of certain letters until after the passage 
of the duelling law; the whole of which, he said, 
had its origin in a base system of cowardice, by 
men who had not the courage to stand to their own 
acts. It was to cover those acts that the resolution 
had been introduced—and he had been told that a 
regular caucus had been held at that time to see what 
was to be be done, in order to get gentlemen out of 
their predicament. 


Mr. Underwood rose to make an explanation, but, 
being called to order, took his seat.* 

Mr. Davis, of Ky. then obtained the floor, and 
addressed the committee in reference to the finan- 
cial state of the country and its condition generally, 
and upon several of the incidental topics which had 
been introduced into the discussion. 


Mr. D. having conecluded—The chairman gave the 
floor to Mr. Pope, of Ky. After some little con- 
troversy as to the right to the floor. The commit- 
tee rose, reported progress, and obtained leave to 
sit again. 

Mr. Crabb, on leave, presented a preamble and 
resolutions of the legislature of the state of Ala- 
bama, against a revival of the protective tariff sys- 
tem; which were laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. And then the house adjourned. 

*The following letter, addressed to the reporte 
of the National Intelligencer was handed in previ- 
ous to the adjournment of the house: 

«Mr. Wheeler: Had I been permitted to proceed 
with the explanation I rose to make, I intended to 
have said that I was a member of this house when 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Duncan) had diffi- 
culties with two gentlemen, then occupying seats 
on this floor, from Kentucky, to wit: Mr. South- 
gate and Mr. Menefee: that I messed with the former; 
that I was upon the best terms with both of them; 
and that I had no knowledge of any caucus being 
held to adopt resolutions or to recommend any ac- 
tion on the part of congress with a view to relieve 
either of those gentlemen from any difficulty in 
which he wasinvolved with the member from Ohio, I 
never heard any such thing alleged before; and [ 
have no knowledge or belief that the bill against 
duelling was at all hastened in its passage by any 
measure or resolve adopted in caucus in conse- 
quence of difficulties subsisting between the gen- 
tleman from Ohio and the gentlemen from Ken- 
tucky, or either of them. I thought justice to the 
absent required this statement at my hands; but, as 
1 was not permitted to make it on the floor, T re- 
quest you to introduce it in connexion with your 
report of the proceedings. 

J. R. UNDERWOOD.” 
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CHRONICLE. 

Tue BANKs in the city of Baltimore have agreed to 
resume specie payments on the Ist February next. 
Those of the rest of the state will no doubt do the 
same. 


U. Srates Bank. Letters by the Columbia confirm 
the news of the loans negotiated by the agents of the 
U. States bank, with various parties, to the extent in 
all of one million and sixty thousand pounds sterling, or 
Sully five millions of dollars. (Jour. of Com. 

The Philadelphia U. S. Gazette of yesterday says: 

The case of ‘Thayer vs. the United States bank, that 
involved about eleven hundred thousand dollars and has 
occupied a considerable portion of public attention in 
its progress through the courts, has, we learn, been 
withdrawn by an amicable arrangement; the bank, 
we hear it stated, pays the principal and siz _ per cent. 
interest. As this debt entered into the calculations of 
the bank on resuming, the settlement makes no diffe- 
rence in the position of the bank, her enlarged means 
in London giving her ample powers to meet the de- 
mand. 


Crosr runnING. Three cities in Ohio have nearly 
the same population. The census ef Columbus is 
6,018; Dayton, 6,067; and Cleveland, 6,071. The run 
among the three was close for the rank of the second 
city in the state. 


Coan TRADE oF Pennsytvania. The following is the 
actual quantity of coal shipped from the different regions 
in the years 1839 and 1840, 











1839. 1840. 
Schuylkill, 432,360 452 491 
Lehigh, 140,650 102,264 
Lackawanna, 122,300 148,470 
Beaver meadow, 38,429 43,619 
Hazleton, 34,000 50,366 
Sugarloaf, 7,350 29,039 
Pinegrove, 20,639 23.860 
Shamokin, 11,030 15,605 
817,659 865,414 

Add quantity remaining on 

hand April Ist, ~~ 200,000 150,000 
Tons, 1,017,659 1,015,414 


The whole amount shipped from the various coal re- 
gions in the state between 1820 and 1540, inclusive, is 
6,487,172 tons, and now that so many new iron works 
have been established, and the fact of anthracite being 
introduced into steamboats, and in fact for most steam 
power, will create a demand for it, which, in a very few 
years, will double the present one. 


Tue CHALLENGE. We published a challenge from a 
capt. Glover, for any one to beat his vessel. ‘The sub- 
joined explanation of a correspondent may be satisfac- 
tory to many of our readers: [U. 8. Gaz. 

“Mr. Ericson has taken one of the packet ships, 
nearly 400 tons, of the Havana line, and placed a 
steam engine in the after part of her cabin, and the 
two shafts of the propellers pass through her bottom 
under water. By this simple contrivance, Mr. E. cal- 
culates upon adding eight miles per hour to the rate of 
his ship’s sailing, under certain circumstances. Should 
this succeed, and there van scarcely be a doubt of it, 
(at least the enterprising owners have full confidence 
in it, judging from their challenge), a new era in navi- 
gation must take place.” 


Tur rev. A. H. Conen, the venerable and beloved 
pastor of the Hebrew congregation at Richmond died 
evddenly on the 21st inst. ‘The Compiler says: “there 
could be no more ardent devotion than he evinced in 
the cause of the Jews—of the amelioration of their po- 
litical and elevation of their moral condition; and at 
this period, an era as it were in their history, his loss is 
severely felt by them.” 

Deatus. In New York last week 142;in Baltimore 
45, of which 23 were under two years of age, 13 were 
free colored and 3 slaves. 


Domrstic PRODUCTS AND FOREIGN TRADE. ‘The Loui- 
siana Advertiser estimates the consumption of sugar 
in the United States at 200,000 hogsheads per annum, 
or one bundred and eighty millions of pounds. ‘T'ak- 
ing the cost tothe consumer at the average rate of seven 
cents, we have the sum of $12,600,000 paid yearly by 
the nation for the use of this valuable and now neces- 
ag Fog lands of Louisiana do not produce annu- 
ally over 90,000 hogsheads or eighty one millions of 
pounds—not half of the quantity consumed in the 
country—every year. This fact 1s to be accounted for, 
not from any searcity ef lands in that state adapted to 
the culture of sugar—but from the foreign importation 
of the article, by means of which the demand for the 
domestic products lessened. ‘The sugar lands of Loui- 
siana, it 1s said, are capable of producing double the 
quantity of sugar now consumed in the United States— 
that is, 409,000 hogsheads aunually—if fair induce- 
ments were held out to capital to enter upon the pro- 
duction of the — In view of this the planters of 
Louisiana are calling for the imposition of duties upon 
fureign sugar. ; 

Farruqcake. The New York and Newark, N. J. 
papers mention that a distinct shaking of the earth was 
felt for some twenty seconds on Monday morning the 
25th inst. at twenty minutes before six o’clock, accom- 
panied with a rumbling noise. ‘The phenomena was 


noticed on Long Island. 


—— 





Exports To Canapa. We learn from the Cleveland, 
(Ohio), Herald, that the clearances at the port, for va- 
rious ports in Upper Canada, for the past year, were 
896,550 bushels of wheat, and 70,995 bbls. of flour. 
The quantity of pork shipped during the same time is 
estimated at 15,000 bbls. 


Dr. Hines, the notorious rogue who was lately sen- 
tenced for fourteen years to the state prison at Baton 
Rouge, for negro stealing, broke out and made his es- 
cape on the 12th inst. A fellow culprit who escaped 
with him was retaken. 

‘The last mail bring news of the recapture of the doc- 
ter, after remaining in the swamp two or three days, 
being tired of longer fasting, he came out to a plantation 
on the highlands, and requested the negroes to take his 
irons off. ‘The slaves at once took measures for secur- 
ing him, in which they effectually succeeded, notwith- 
standing the doctor offered resistance with a bowie 
knife. He has again taken his proper place in the cells 
of the penitentiary. 


Hurricane. Early in January a most tremendous 
hurricane fell along the southern coast of Mexico, de- 
vastaling a tract of country 23 leagues in length and 7 
in breadth, so completely that a famine was apprehend- 
ed, unless succour speedily reached them. Goth, su- 


gar cane, palm trees, and even vegetables were swept 
away. 


Tron TRADE. The exports of iron and steel, hardware 
and cutlery, from England in 1839, amounted to 
th te declared value, or about £9,200,000, official 
value. 


Law pecision. A case was recently decided in the 
court of errors of New York,in which was involved 
the question whether chattle mortgages were valid, 
Where the mortgagee did not take possession of the 
Property. It had been repeatedly decided by the su- 

reme court of the state that such morigages were in 
wee fradulent, and, against creditors of the mortgager, 
void. 

The court of errors reversed this decision, and es- 
tablished the doctrine that where the party to whom a 
mortgage is given produces evideice of good faith and 
the absence of any fraudulent intent in the transac- 
lion, the possession of the property is immaterial, and 
the question of fraud is a question of fact, and should 
be submitted for the decision of the jury. 


Lizseria hasa_ population of 4,500 American colo- 
nists and 30,000 natives. It has nine settlements or 
towns; the two most distant being 300 miles apart, on 
the sea coasi—the others at various distances, inter- 
mediate. Its territory procured by purchase, contains 
nearly 500,000 acres of land, and other large tracts can 
be easily obtained of the native owners in the same 
way. ‘The governmentis modeled afier our own, and 
purely repablican—administered almost wholly by co- 
lored people. Agriculture is thriving and greatly ex- 
tending. four printing presses are in operation.— 
‘l'wenty-one churches are organized, some of them 
composed of native converts. More than 30 ordained 
ministers are engaged in religious teaching. Many 
Sabbath schools are regularly attended. And, on the 
whole, the colony never appeared better than now, nor 
so entirely attractive to its friends on the ground of its 
great usefulness. [ Presbyterian. 


LiaBILITY OF TENANTS. Heretofore we have always 
understood itto be good law that a tenant oceupying 
premises that were destroyed by fire, remained liable 
tor the rent until the expiration of his term; but in the 
marine court, on Monday, justice Randall charged the 
jury that by recent decisions this doctrine had been 
overruled, and that the ouster of the tenant by fire ex- 
onerated him fromthe payment of rent from the date 
thereof. If this is true law, the people ought to know 
it. [NV. Y. Com. Advertiser, 


‘THE LEATHER TRADE. The amount of leather on 
hand, in the process of tanning, by the leather trade of 
New York, is 541,606 sides. he Journal of Com- 
merce says—The average yearly sales of the trade of 
this city, rom 1831 to 1840, were about 800,000 sides. 
The present stock is not therefore, equal to the actual 
annual consumption of the article. Hides have been 
so scarce for a year or two, and dear, that a large pro- 
portion of the tanners have not ventured to stock their 
works. For the same reason the stock of leather in 
the couniry generally is small.” 


Mission to orEGON. ‘Tbe Missionaries who left this 
port in Oct. 1839, arrived at the Sandwich Islands 
April 10:h, and had sailed for Coluinbia river previous 
tou May 23d last. 

The Exploring squadron had not arrived at the 
Sandwich Islands on the 20th of June last. 

[N. ¥. Jour. Com, 


Moniricent sugscriprion. A subscription in aid of 
the New York theological seminary was opened on 
Sunday last, and David Leavitt, esq. of Brouklyn, sub- 
scribed $25,000. 


Money. Money is said to be very scarce in the 
market at Philadelphia, and commands one and a half 
per cent. per month. 


PittsBurG ELECTION. ‘The election for mayor and 
city council of Pittsburg, took place on ‘Tuesday the 
12th instant. ‘There were four candidates in the field 
for mayor, namely ‘Thompson, Graham, Marshall and 
McKelvy—the first three Harrison democrats and 
whigs, the last Van Buren. Mr. Thompson, the regu- 





tt ti, 


larly nominated Harrison candidate, waselected may 
over McKelvy, Van Buren, by a majority of 53]. The 
Harrison councilmen were elected in every ward bm 
cept one in the east ward, who received a tie yote with 
an opponent. 

Thomas Sample wason the same day elected mayor 
of the city of Alleghany. The councilmen chosen, for 
that city are all Harrison democrats. 


Pustic Lanps. The resolution introduced into the 
house of delegates of Maryland, by Mr. Gaither, xp. 
QUESTING the senators and representatives of this State 
in congress to vote for the distribution of the proceeds 
of the public lands among the several states, passeq 
that body. A motion was made hy Mr. Seidenstrickey 
to strike out the word “requested” and insert “instryct. 
ed”—but on a call for the yeas and nays, no nays, not 
one, not even the person who made the motion would 
vote for it, and his voting against his own proposition 
was noted upon the journal. 


Resumption In PennsyLvania. So far as we have 
heard, the banks throughout this state have resumed, 


without any material run upon them for specie. 


SMALL notes. The bill authorising the banks of the 
states of Maryland to receive and pay out the notes of 
the Baltimore and Ohio rail road company, of any de. 
nomination not under one dollar has passed bot) 
houses, and is now the law. 


Specie. H. M. brig Racer arrived at Halifax on the 
7th from Tampico, with $100,000 for the use of the 
commissariat department at that place. 


St. Jouns’ N. B. in 1831 had a population of abou: 
15,000. It has now 27,000 and promises soon to rank 
with some of the largest cities in the United States. 


Sream soir on FIRE. The Atlantic steam ship (. 
lumhia, says the Philadelphia Inquirer, at two o'clock, 
A. M. on the 3d inst. when within about 400 miles of 
Halifax, took fire, and for some minutes great con- 
sternation prevailed, and the vessel was put for the 
nearest land, life preservers resorted to, and the boats 
placed in readiness for the worst. The captain, who 
was wakened up on the alarm behaved with coolness 
and great self possession, and was manfully sustaingd 
by his crew, in half an hour all danger was over. 


THE STEAMER CaLeponia took from Boston fifty-four 

assengers for Liverpool—reached Halifax in forty two 

otis, took in thirty-two more passengers, and depart- 
ed for Europe at 7 P. M. the same day. 


Tue Bric Ticris. The Philadelphia Ledger says: 
capt. Frye and Mr. Burnham, the mate of the brig ‘Ti- 
gris, whose examinations at Boston has been going on 
for several days past, have been put under bonds of 
$3,000 and $2,000, to answer the charge of seizing a 
native of Africa, on the coast, with intent of making 
him a slave, Judge Davis deemed the charge sufl- 
ciently established to warrant a trial by the circuit court 
which sits in May next. The crew were released.— 
The boy Home made a statementin the Portuguese 
language which was translated for the use of the court, 
that he was a native of the interior of Benguele, and 
passed through various hands into the possession of a 
merchant named Almeida, and when lett alone one day 
had been seized by a boat’s crew and carried on board 
a foreign ship, from which four days after he was trans- 
ferred to the Tigris. Capt. Frye, it also appeared had 
made contradictory s'atements in respect to the man- 
ner in which the boy came on board the boat. 


Texas. The whole number of passengers that ar- 
ived at the port of Galveston by sea, from the 171h 
June to the 3ist December, 1840, was 1,032. Of these 
36 were children, 98 slaves, and white adults 897—ol 
which 101 were recruits for the army and navy. 


SamvueL Wituiams, EsQ@. The Philadelphia U. 5. 
Gazette publishes the following anecdote respecting 
the late Samuel Williams, esq. formerly a distinguish- 
ed broker in London who died last week in Boston: 

One dark, stormy night, while at sea, Mr. Williams 
left his berth below with an intention of repairing '0 
the deck of the vessel. He ascended the compam.on 
way, (place of entrance to, and egress from, the sli'p’s 
cabin) feeling his way along in utter darkness. ‘The 
storm was howling, and every rope above him seemed 
strung to some strang melody, while the spray wa 
dashing widly over the bows of the ship. Just as Mr. 
W. reached the deck, the darkness on one side see!” 
ed to thicken, and the noise of the water to come i 
more irregularly, suddenly ropes passed over the head 
and along the breast of the astonished man. LHe 
seized them almost unvoluntarily, and held them with 
a convulsive grasp. An awful crash followed, and he 
was borne onward by the rigging on which he ia 
seized, while the deck which had sustained his {e¢! 
had sunk beneath him. 

A larger vessel had run down his own, and he and 
perhaps another were saved as by a miracle 10 tell the 
story of destruction, for the larger ship went boomins 
onward in her course, and not a cry was heard ate 
the perishing men, nor was a remnant found of 
shattered bark. All were 


“In the deep bosom of the ocean buried.” 


Ways and means. Mr. Bowie, from the committee 
on ways and means, reported on the 2st instant,” 
the house of delegates of Maryland, resolutions )' 
posing taxes to the amount of $600,000 in aid of ‘%° 
treasury, and to sustain the credit of the state. 
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